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The. Better Way 
By Ida A. Guirey 
2 Cor. 5:17; Isa. 64:6 
UT of the old life into the new 
Life in Christ Jesus, eternal and true ; 
Shedding the rags of my own righteousness, 


In robes made white in the Lamb’s blood to 
dress. s 


Out of the fever of unholy haste, 
Leaving behind but a pitiful waste ; 
Into a spirit surrendered and still, 
Into the yielding of self to God’s will. 


Out of the struggle my burdens to bear, 
Into the freedom and rest of His care ; 
Out of defeat and the sorrow it brings, 
Into His victory over all things. 


Justice and Love 


God is inexorably just. He never 
abandons justice; he never swerves a hair’s 
breadth from the requirements of inflexible 
justice. He could not be a righteous God 
if he did. He is “a God of truth and with- 
out iniquity, just and right is he” (Deut. 
32:4). But it is equally true that “God 
is love’ (1 John 4:8). Now justice de- 
mands death as the penalty of sin—both 
bodily and spiritual death. And all men 
are sinners. How then can God, who loves 
men, save sinners and at the same time be 
true to the divine requirements of perfect 
justice? The answer is the Gospel. “God 
commendeth ‘his love toward us, in that, 
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for 
us” (Rom, 5:8). The Son of God, him- 
self sinless, took the sinner’s place, bore 


our sins in his own body on the tree, paid 
the death-penalty that we deserve to pay, 
satisfied the requirements of God’s justice, 
and thus became our Saviour; and God 
placed his seal of approval upon this sac- 
rifice by raising his Son from the dead. 
Some misrepresent God’s attitude and ac- 
tion in this wonderful plan of salvation. 
To all such comes the warning: “Never 
contemplate God as hard and vengeful, 
who delights in blood and needs to be pro- 
pitiated into loving us through the death 
of his Son. ‘God was in Christ reconciling 
the world unto himself.’ It was God’s love 
that prompted and designed, in eternity, the 
death of the cross. . . . Do not for a 
moment imagine Christ died in order to 
make God love us, but he died because God 
had already set his love upon us.” “For 
God so loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son.” “Herein is love, not 
that we loved God, but that he loved us, 
and sent his Son to be the propitiation [or 
mercy-seat] for our sins” (1 John 4: 10). 
Only God’s wisdom could use God’s justice 
to bestow God’s love upon lost sinners for 
their salvation. 
=< 
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Why We Believe 


Is our Christian faith based upon our 
understanding of what seems the most 
reasonable way of believing? If so, are 
we on a firm foundation? For what seems 
entirely reasonable to us may not seem at 
all reasonable to some one else. If each 


one accepts the belief that seems reasonable, 
then we shall have many different beliefs 
by many different men. A well known lec- 
turer and writer who inclines strongly 
toward the Christian verities has published 
his views on the future life as follows: 
“If you ask me, ‘Do you believe on the 
Son of God?’ I answer firmly, ‘Yes.’ ‘Do 
you believe in the future life?’ ‘Yes.’ ‘Do 
you believe that you will again see your 
father and mother?’ ‘Yes.’ ‘How sure 
are you of this?’ ‘Well, I am surer of this 
than of anything that cannot be proved. 
. . . It seems more reasonable than not 
to believe it.” That is good so far as it 
goes, but it does not go far enough. The 
best of men may be sadly mistaken in hold- 
ing to what “seems more reasonable” to 
them. But God cannot be mistaken. God 
has spoken in these matters; he has given 
us his Word about his Son, and sin, and 
salvation, and the future life, and the re- 
union of believers with their loved ones. 
Let us base our belief, therefore, on the 
rock foundation of God’s inviolable Word, 
and on nothing else. One who knew God, 
and who knew also the weakness and un- 
certainty of the best human understanding, 
wrote by inspiration: “Trust in the Lord 
with all thine heart; and lean not unto 
thine own understanding” (Prov. 3:5). We 
can have understanding that is both rea- 
sonable and certain when we pray: “O 
Lord: give me understanding according to 
thy word” (Psa. 119: 169). For “the word 
of the Lord endureth for ever” (1 Pet. 
I: 25). 
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The Teacher's Daily Testimony 


O HAVE a part in turning the 

thoughts of little children to God 

and little feet into the path toward 
Heaven is a privilege of no small pro- 
portions, One wonders if a Sunday school 
teacher’s responsibility is not greater than 
that of the official board of a church. 
Certainly nothing is more important than 
the spiritual life of the child, and nothing 
is more necessary than consecrated teachers 
—teachers who are leading holy lives. We 
are apt to be afraid of that word “holy,” 
but God’s explicit command is, “Be ye 
holy,” and if the teacher is not leading 
a consistent life, a: separated life, the little 
ones become confused. 

A careful study of the Word will reveal 
the fact that God has a higher standard 
for those who are in authority, and for 
those .who teach, than for the members 
who have no responsibility in the church. 
“A bishop must be blameless, as the stew- 


ard of God; not self-willed, not soon angry 
. just, holy, temperate” (Titus 1:7). 
These are words to meditate on — “blame- 
less, holy.” “It is required in stewards, 
that a man be fotind faithful” (1 Cor. 
4:2). A Sunday school teacher is surely 
a steward of the manifold grace of God. 
In the Book of Leviticus, chapter 4, we 
learn that when a priest had sinned, he 
must offer a young bullock for a sin offer- 
ing. If a civil ruler or “any one of the 
common people” (those without office) sin- 
ned, he brought a kid of the goats for 
an offering, which cost less than the bul- 
lock, and indicated that God thought the 
sin of an official in the religious life of 
the nation was more serious, It is inter- 
esting to note, too, that the priests were 
the teachers, “And that ye may teach the 
children of Israel all the statutes which 
the Lord hath spoken” (Lev. 10:11). 
There are at least four different phases 
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of the life of the Sunday school teacher, 
in which he may show to what extent 
Christ rules in his life: the home, the busi- 
ness world, the social life, and the church, 
and God wants consistency in each one of 
these divisions. 

A Christian home should be a foretaste 
of Heaven, and Christ should be the Head 
of the home in such a personal way that 
the children will want him as their Saviour. 
The fellowship of the Sunday school 
teacher with Christ should be a very real 
part of the home life, from which a high 
sense of honor, consideration for others, 
love, and many other kindred characteristics 
are not omitted. If the actions in the home 
do not tally with what one teaches on Sun- 
day, the children begin to wonder if there 
is much of anything in Christianity after 
all. Because of inconsistencies in the life 
of a parent. who was a teacher one child 
was known to whisper his misgivings about 
the parent’s salvation. Could anything be 
sadder than that? 

There are doubtless many temptations in 
the business world, temptations to greed, 
dishonesty, cowardice. One aged, unregen- 
erate man was heard to say recently that 
the list of prominent church members who 
had bought merchandise from his store and 
never paid for it was shockingly long. That 
was the reason he gave for his willingness 
to face eternity without Christ. 

Then there are the daily contacts with 
people out in the world. Life is full of 
these contacts, which might be very irritat- 
ing, but which may be made pleasant, if 
the Christian acts in a Christlike manner. 
A few years ago, in a Southern city, a 
gang of workmen were sent out by the 
city to install storm sewers. In some ways 
it was inconvenient because alleys were 
torn up and lawns were hurt. No sooner 
had the workmen arrived back of one 
house than a prominent churchman rushed 
out to warn them, with threatening looks, 
that there would be trouble if his property 
were damaged in any way. A little later, 
these same workmen reached another sec- 
tion of the city, where another prominent 
churchman lived. As they arrived, he also 
hurried out—not with threats, but with 
Gospels and with the message of salvation 
which he scattered during their stay in 
his neighborhood. Later the foreman, con- 
trasting the actions of the two men, asked, 
“Which of those two churches do you sup- 
pose my men decided to attend?” 


In our social life, the thought that should 
be uppermost in the mind of the Sunday 
school teacher is contained in Paul’s far- 
reaching words, which no thoughtful nor 
earnest Christian will fail to consider, 
“Wherefore, if meat make my brother to 
offend, I will eat no flesh while the world 
standeth, lest I make my brother to of- 
fend” (1 Cor. 8:13). A Sunday school 
teacher should face the question, “Is there 
anything in my social life that can hurt 
my class?” and if there is anything about 
which there is the slightest doubt, it should 
be given up for Jesus’ sake, even though 
it means the loss of friends. 

One Sunday school teacher was heard 
to say recently, in explanation of her ab- 
sence from movies, “If I went to movies, 
I would choose only the best, but a large 
group of children are watching me. If 
I attended, they might say, ‘Our teacher 
goes, so it’s all right for us to go.’ But 
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undoubtedly they would fail to get the 
point that I only saw good pictures, and 
they, with childhood’s lack of discrimina- 
tion, would ge, not even investigating to 
see if the picture were fit for their pure eyes, 
and would probably see drinking scenes, 
gangsters, triangular love affairs, and other 
things as undesirable; so I stay away, lest 
by some act of mine, a young life might 
be hurt.” “But whoso shall offend [cause 
to stumble] one of these little ones which 
believe in me, it were better for him that 
a millstone were hanged about his neck, 
and that he were drowned’ in the depth of 
the sea” (Matt. 18:6). Those are words 
to cause one’s heart to skip a beat, if a 
child has stumbled or lost his way because 
of some inconsistency in the life of the 
Sunday sckoul teacher. 

Sacrifice is involved in many of life’s 
decisions, of course, but when the Sunday 
school teacher meets the Lord, and gives an 
account of “the deeds done in the body,” any 
inconvenience to the teacher that may have 
helped a little child will seem small indeed. 

And now what about the Sunday school 
teacher’s life in the church? If the teacher 
is ignorant of the Bible, and a comparatively 
simple question from a child will embarrass 
him because he cannot answer, he should 
immediately begin studying the Bible as a 
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whole. Is one fitted to teach a book he 
has not read through? A college profes- 
sor would not use a textbook he had not 
thoroughly digested. Lack of knowledge, 
however, need not discourage the teacher. 
The Bible, itself, with the addition of a 
few helps, is enough to carry one along 
in a course of study, or if it is desired 
to study more systematically, the Bible 
institutes furnish correspondence courses 
which are of value. 

And what about Sunday morning? Eter- 
nal destinies may be involved in the way 
a Sunday school teacher meets situations 
on the way to her class, and God gives 
grace and wisdom in settling problems even 
before the teacher reaches the church. An 
incident in the life of a godly bishop illus- 
trates this. On his way to church and 
Sunday school, the bishop passed through 
a rough neighborhood, where some mis- 
chievous boys were hidden around the cor- 
ner. They bombarded him with snowballs 
as he came in sight, knocking off his hat, 
and generally upsetting him. But he real- 
ized that these rough boys needed some- 
thing he could give them, and that this was 
his only opportunity, so instead of giving 
the rebuke that they deserved, he smiled. 

It is astonishing to consider what a smile 


(Continued on page 294) 
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Are Editors Hermits? 


The editorials published in recent 
months in THE SunpAy ScHoot TIMES 
on the positions and teachings of the Jap- 
anese social worker, Kagawa, have aroused 
widespread interest, bringing out in re- 
sponse both sharp criticism from some 
readers and grateful appreciation from 
others.1 One of the sharpest of the criti- 
cisms, quite vitriolic in its abusive denun- 
ciation of the Times and the Editor, is 
from a Presbyterian pastor in the Middle 
West who wisely asks that his letter be 
not published. The Times must respect 
his desire for privacy, of course, but would 
make one comment on a bit of his invec- 
tive, for the same criticism has been re- 
ceived many times from those who do not 
like THe Sunpay ScHoot Times’ ex- 
posures of the unscriptural teachings of 
popular leaders. 

The accusation is this: that criticism of 
the teaching of such a man as Kagawa 
could come from nowhere but the smug 
security of an editorial chair in’ glorious 
retreat from the real world. 

The Editor replied in a full personal 
letter to the accusing pastor, and wrote in 
part as follows: 


“T fear you did not read our editorial 
closely. If you had done so I am sure you 
would have realized that we were not setting 
our opinions over against those of Kagawa, 
but simply showing that his own published 
writings contradict the Scriptures. If you 
feel that the plain doctrinal statements in 
the inspired Word are ‘musty dogma,’ then 





1The editorials may be had in a pamphlet, 
“Is Kagawa a Safe Teacher?” at $4 for 100 
copies, 50 cents a dozen, or 5 cents each, from 
The Sunday School Times Company. 


we can understand your impatience with 
those who hold to the Scriptures as God’s 
inspired and infallible revelation of the only 
way of salvation. One must choose between 
Kagawa’s teaching and the teaching of the 
Bible. We stand with the Bible. 

“I am wondering whether you have ever 
been in Japan and have had close personal 
contact with some of the religious and 
Christian leaders in Japan, as I have. You 
speak of ‘the smug security of an editorial 
chair in glorious retreat from the real 
world.’ I cannot help wondering why, 
when men like yourself sharply criticize 
THE SunpAy ScuHoot TimEs, they so often 
assume that we write what: we write from 
a hermit cell. That is so far from the 
facts that, naturally, it amuses us. I have 
had the privilege of crossing either the 
Atlantic or the Pacific oceans a dozen 
times, and of visiting many different coun- 
tries and mission fields in Europe, Africa, 
and Asia. I have crossed the American 
continent from the Atlantic to the Pacific 
twenty times, and have been in close per- 
sonal contact with Christian and non-Chris- 
tian workers and leaders in every part of 
the United States and Canada. Does this 
really seem like ‘smug security of an edi- 
torial chair’? 

“The vital and eternal issue today is 
between those who accept God’s Word and 
those who reject it. Kagawa and many 
other popular but false religious teachers 
of today are among those who, in part at 
least, reject it. That way lies sure dis- 
aster. The only safety is in unshaken, un- 
compromising belief in God’s Word when 
He declares that ‘All scripture is given by 
inspiration of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness.’ ” 
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Giving Beginners Stones for Bread in Sunday School 


Good teaching, poor teaching, and no teaching 
at all observed in visits to several schools 


By a Sunday School Worker 








N THE past few months I have visited 
] in eighteen different Sunday schools 

of nine different denominations, and it 
it surprising to find the things they teach 
and don’t teach, and the things they do 
and don’t do. My visiting was only in 
the Beginners Departments, and I took 
with me my five-year-old daughter. 

In the first school I went into there 
was no mention of the Lord Jesus or the 
Father. The lesson was on “toads.” The 
children were told all about what toads 
eat, and the fact that they do not drink 
—they sit in a puddle and the water 
soaks through their skin. Of course, this 
was educational, but while I might have 
expected the children to be told all about 
toads in a kindergarten, I most certainly 
did not expect it in a Sunday school. That 
lesson was based on Joel 2:23, “He will 
cause to come down for you the rain.” 
The fact that God was not mentioned made 
me wonder whether the children under- 
stood who was meant when they heard, 
“He causeth.” From the way the lesson 
was taught they might easily have taken 
it that the rain had only one use, and that 
was for the existence of toads. 


Are These the Best Lessons for Sunday? 


In one of the schools the lesson was 
on “helpers.” I supposed it was either 
God’s helpers such as the sun, rain, and 
snow, or else it was the Lord Jesus’ dis- 
ciples; but I was all wrong, for there was 
no mention of the Lord Jesus or God, It 
was the “milk man, bread man, policeman, 
mail man, and grocer.” The woman who 
had their story papers had not been there 
for the past two Sundays, and the chil- 
dren seemed disappointed again in ‘mot 
having any papers to take home. 

In another school, again no mention of 
the Lord Jesus or the Father. The lesson 
was on “farmyard animals.” 

In our own Beginners room we have 
had other little stories along with the 
lesson, but they are woven right in with the 
lesson, so that it not only is more interest- 
ing, but the children understand more fully 
the entire lesson and get a lot out of it. 

Then I went into a school where I 
thought they would be exceptionally well 
taught. The teacher—well, they called 
her a teacher. She didn’t teach anything. 
She vead the lesson and read it so fast 
that she did not give it any chance at all 
to “soak in.” She did not read loud 
enough for several of the children to hear. 
She did not explain anything, did not 
make any comments whatever, nor did she 
ask whether the children had any ques- 
tions to ask. She never seemed to stop 
to take a breath from the time she started 
until she finished, and when she came 
to the end she closed the leaflet and started 
talking with another woman in the room 
about some other subject. She probably 
felt she had done her duty —she had “de- 
livered” the lesson. 


“If a son shall ask bread of any of 
you that is a father,” said our Lord 
to his disciples, “will he give him a 
stone?” This is one of the many pene- 
trating questions asked by the Lord 
Jesus to teach important lessons. But 
while the answer seems obvious, it is 
a sad fact that in some Sunday schools 
today the children are not being fed 
on the Bread of Life. 


As announced last week, this article 
gives glimpes of the work being done 
in a number of schools visited by the 
writer, and what she saw is undoubt- 
edly typical of many schools in our 
country today. The article shows the 
urgent need of restoring the Bible to 
the central place that it had in the 
early days of the Sunday school. 








In another school the teacher had her 
Bible. I thought, “Now here is a Sunday 
school where the teacher is going to teach 
something.” She told the children all to 
gather in close so they could hear. One 
child sat down at her feet, two others were 
at her knees, I sat next to her, and she 
talked so low I could not hear anything 
she said. The lesson was two-thirds over 
before I had been able to catch enough 
words to determine what the lesson was 
about. My daughter sat only about two 
feet from the teacher and finally asked 
if she could sit next to her so she could 
hear. I could not understand why the 
teaching of the Bible should be dealt with 
with such secrecy. It was just as if the 
children were getting in on some secret 
about which they should not know. 

I was more than surprised to find that 
the Lord’s Prayer was said in very few 
of the schools, I did notice in two or 
three of them that where the Lord’s 
Prayer was not said, the Twenty-third 
Psalm was said. I asked one of the 
teachers if the children did not know the 
Lord’s Prayer, and she said, “They won’t 
get that until they get into the next de- 
partment.” Her room had children six 
years of age in it, 


Contrasts in Discipline 


In three of the schools the behavior was 
disorderly, The children were noisy, and 
the behavior was such that the teachers 
had to stop several times to speak to dif- 
ferent ones, which was very annoying to 
others who were trying to pay attention. 

On the other hand, there were a few 
schools that were well disciplined. I could 
not help noticing the reverent atmosphere 
in one certain school. There were fifty- 
one children in that room, and even the 
tiniest of them seemed to realize that they 
were in Ged’s house. There just wasn’t 
such a thing as misbehaving. 

In one school when they began to ‘say 
the Lord’s Prayer, one little girl started 
shuffling her feet. There wasn’t a word 
said to her. Right away one of the women 


went over, took the child by the hand and 
led her out of the room. 

In one school after the lesson, one lit- 
tle girl came up in front to tell the class 
something. About that time a little boy 
decided to talk to the child next to him. 
Right away the teacher stopped him. She 
said: “Now, John, if you were up here 
in front about to tell the class something, 
you would want every one to keep very 
quiet and listen to you, wouldn’t you? 
Well, now, you keep very quiet and listen 
to Mary—she’s going to talk now.” An- 
other time that morning, while the teacher 
was talking, some of the children thought 
they would talk, but she told them that 
she was speaking, that they weren't to speak 
while she was speaking. The teachers were 
very nice about it, but nevertheless, what 
they said was right to the point. 

Two of the schools sang a little song of 
welcome to their visitors, which was well 
done and seemed a good plan. 

One school was teaching the children a 
grace to say at home, and asked how many 
had had the blessing before their meals 
that week. There are many homes where 
grace is not said, and that may be the be- 
ginning of it in several homes. 


Coat Hooks and Money Baskets 


In various schools, even where the space 
was small, there were strips of hooks put 
up for coats and hats. At times it has 
been somewhat of a problem trying to keep 
the wraps on the backs of chairs in our 
own little room in our school. 

Two of the schools I visited are com- 
paratively large and prominent. In the one, 
as the children came in, they dropped their 
pennies in- a basket which was on a table. 
In a way, I felt that that was putting 
temptation in their way. There might be 
a few children who would like to keep 
their pennies to spend for candy that week; 
while if the basket were passed to them, 
they might be more likely to put their 
money in. After this they sang two little 
songs —like kindergarten songs. Then 
the teachers had the children stand. up on 
their chairs while they counted them. 

One little boy had a birthday, and after 
he put his five pennies in the bowl, in- 
stead of singing a birthday song for him, 
they just clapped their hands five times. 
The prayer that they said was about two 
lines long. My little girl told me after- 
ward that she didn’t even know it was a 
prayer until they had said “Amen.” After 
this the girls formed a line. I thought 
they were going to sing “Onward Chris- 
tian Soldiers.” They asked them what 
they wanted to be and one of them said 
“elephants,” so they marched around the 
room twice pretending they were elephants 
swinging their trunks. Then the boys 
lined up and said they wanted to be “blue- 
birds,” so they went flying around the 
room like a flock of bluebirds. 

This had no connection whatever with 
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Noah’s Ark. The Lord Jesus and God 
were not mentioned, and there was no les- 
son at all. The children were told always 
to be careful about crossing the streets 
in coming to Sunday school, and always 
to be on time. Then the teacher told them 
that they had two homes. ‘I was surprised 
at what they were told —they said it was 
the home they lived in, and their church 
home. The next twenty minutes was spent 
in crayon work, They were to draw a 
picture of their home and their ‘church 
home. There were no story papers of any 
kind given them, yet that school could 
easily have afforded nice ones. There was 
no good-by song sung. When the time 
was up for the crayon work, they went 
home. There were fifty children in that 
room who were not learning anything 
about the Bible. 

Certainly one reason our country is in 
such a serious condition today is because 
the people have gotten so far away from 
God. I personally know a man who was 
very successful in business. He had made 
a great deal of money and was getting 
along well. He was closely connected’ with 
the church. He sang in the choir, had held 
different offices, and was assistant superin- 
tendent; then they wanted to make him 
superintendent, but his wife felt he devoted 
too much of his time to the church. He 
told me that from the day he stepped 
out of the church and church work, his 
business started rapidly down hill and he 
has never been a success since. He said 
to me, “There’s a strong connection there 
—one cannot have success if he is not in 
close connection with God.” 

I knew a successful surgeon, a man well 
known and loved. When he was about 
to perform an operation, while the patient 
was on the operating table and the nurses 
were preparing the final necessary things, 
he knelt down and prayed. Surely there 
was a connection between this habit and his 
success. 

A number of years ago there was a large 
fire in the city and the son of a Sunday 
school teacher was lost in the fire. When 
the father went to identify the body he 
said, “That’s my son—he was prepared 
to go, but there were others I’m afraid 
who were not.” 

After visiting many Sunday schools, I 
would say that a very few were well con- 
ducted, with a good, Biblical lesson, Scrip- 
tural hymns, and good discipline. It is 
good to know that there are at least a few 
who can still sing that hymn, “It’s the 
old time religion, and it’s good enough for 
me.” 

In the other of the two large schools 
that I visited, the Primary scholars sat 
on one side of the room, the Beginners 
on the other. The Primary children sang 
several songs, but the Beginners did not 
know them. Then the teacher asked the 
Primary children a lot of Biblical ques- 
tions from some cards or a little booklet. 
Some of the Beginners sat in one position, 
some in another, ‘they didn’t have anything 
to do. After a prayer, one song was sung 
for the little tots, and then it was time 
for the lesson. 

The Beginners separated into two groups 
and went into two little rooms. Their 
lesson was on the “First Garden.” The 
teacher asked if anyone knew who the first 
man was. No one knew. Then she asked 
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my child, who told her it was Adam. Then 
she asked if anyone knew who the first 
woman was. She asked each one indi- 
vidually, but none knew. Then she asked 
my child if she knew that, and she said 
it was Eve. She only asked a very few 
questions, but none of the children could 
answer them. My child answered every 
one correctly. I saw the teacher sizing 
her up, and then she turned to me and 
said, “I guess your little girl is a lot older 
than any of my children here. How old 
is she?” When I told her, she had nothing 
to say, for some of her own were the same 
age. 


April 25, 1936 


This teacher’s lesson period was spent 
mostly in folding up the papers to take 
home. There was a large story paper, a 
smaller picture paper, a card, and a little 
attendance ticket. When at last they were 
all folded and distributed, the lesson period 
was up. There was no closing song, the 
teacher didn’t tell them she would be glad 
to see them all the following Sunday — 
they just went home. She said to me, 
“You can’t teach the little tots much of 
anything.” I did not make any comment; 
but there are many true schools today 
where the little folks are taught about 
God and his Word, 
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A Successful Summer Bible School Experiment 
inning of a story that 


By J. E. Harris 














Forty pupils attended the first session of this school in 1929. 
attendance was 105. This is the first of a series of articles, announced last 


In 1934 the average 
week, in 


which Mr. Harris, now pastor of Crescent Heights Baptist Church, Calgary, Alberta, 
tells just how his Summer Bible School has been operated. 


of third and fourth year students at 

the University of The pro- 
fessor had given us a test in which ap- 
peared a question that quoted and assumed 
a familiarity with the words of our Lord 
in Matthew 11:28, “Come unto me, all 
ye that labour and are heavy laden...” 
In returning our papers, Dr. A. remarked 
upon the ignorance of the Bible that had 
been revealed in the answers to this par- 
ticular question. One student had attributed 
the quoted words to the apostle Paul. Yet 
another actually wrote, “These beautiful 
words are from the pen of Ruskin”! 

This and similar experiences, revealing 
widespread unfamiliarity with the Scrip- 
tures, have impressed me with the need of 
a wider program of Bible instructions for 
boys and girls in our churches than the 
Sunday school can provide in the limited 
time it has for it. The Summer Bible 
School plau of Dr. A. L, Lathem, pastor 
of the Third Presbyterian Church, Ches- 
ter, Pa., appealed to me, and has been the 
inspiration and the foundation of a Sum- 
mer Bible School ‘experiment I have made. 

Dr. Lathem’s plan, however, as carried 
out by his and other large churches was 
not entirelv. feasible in the church of lim- 
ited resources of which I was pastor. The 
employment and remuneration of Christian 
school teachers for five weeks was some- 
thing quite beyond our financial ability. 
And a five-week session with an unpaid 
staff was too much to ask of the avail- 
able workers. So we developed a modifica- 
tion of Dr. Lathem’s plan, while retaining 
his distinctive principle of an all-Bible pro- 
gram. 

It was in the summer of 1929 that we 
held our first session. We met five days 
a week for three weeks, two hours daily. 
We had an average attendance of forty 
pupils, which was about one-third of our 
Sunday schovi attendance. The story of 
that .first venture I wrote for the Times 
and it was published under the caption, 
“Our Cent-an-Hour Vacation School” 
(May 10, 1930). In the closing words 
of that article I anticipated “a better and 


Te years ago I was one of a class 





a bigger” session the next year. That 
hope was fulfilled, and then followed 1931, 
°32, °33, and ’34 with the Summer Bible 
School held each year, growing in inter- 
est and attendance, and winning for itself 
a place not merely in the life of the church 
bat of the community. In 1934, my last 
year with the church, the average daily 
attendance of scholars was 105 in a three- 
week session. There were fourteen workers, 
of whom five had been pupils in the earlier 
years. 

Our curriculum was built around three 
main lines of work. First was instruction 
in the narrative material of the Bible, with 
courses so planned that a pupil going 
through the school from the Primary De- 
partment would have a good general knowl- 
edge of the historical material in Scrip- 
ture. Then there was memorization of 
many of the choice passages of the Bible 
and texts dealing with the essentials of 
Christian experience and living. Third 
came the “Way of Life’? course aimed at 
grounding the pupils in the simple essen- 
tials of Christian doctrine, to win them 
to decision, and to instruct them in Chris- 
tian living and the responsibilities of church 
membership. Apart from map work and 
some handwork to provide variety in the 
Beginners and Primary Departments, craft 
work has no part in this program. The 
handwork usual in the church vacation 
school is excluded, not because it is objec- 
tionable per se, but because the time can 
be more valuably employed, we believe, 
in Bible instruction. There need be no 
dullness in an all-Bible curriculum under 
the right leadership. Most children will 
respond to the challenge of a serious pro- 
gram of Bible study. 

When I accepted a call to another church, 
I was anxious that the Summer Bible 
School work should be carried on. For 
six summers I had personally conducted 
the school. It was now probable that 





1The textbook used in this course is entitled 
“The Way of Life,” by A. L. Lathem. (May 
be obtained from the Times Book Service, 1721 
Spring Garden Street, Philadelphia, 60 cents 
postpaid.) 























Lesson for May 10 


the church would be pastorless during the 
seventh summer. Lay workers might have 
to take the entire responsibility if the 
school were to be maintained in 1935. I 
encouraged the idea of planning for a 1935 
school, however, even though the church 
might still be lacking in pastoral leader- 
ship; and before I left a committee was 
formed to handle the. matter. With this 
committee I left a copy of the curriculum 
we had developed and such instructions 
and material as I thought necessary. Judge 
of my delight and joy when I learned that 
although, as anticipated, the church re- 
mained pastorless during the summer, yet 
the committee measured up to its trust, 
held the Bible school as usual, and enjoyed 
a fine three weeks work with the usual 
standards maintained and the average at- 
tendance reaching a new high mark, 
The good success of these workers in 
carrying on the work along the lines I 
had laid down has encouraged me to em- 
body the details of our curriculum and 
general procedure in these articles in the 
hope that others might find inspiration and 
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practical help for a similar venture. I 
know of no work so promising, so richly 
rewarding, and for the seasoned Christian 
worker, so rejuvenating, as this Summer 
Bible School work with the boys and girls. 
There could and should be thousands more 
such schools over this continent. 

To a mother who doubted the need or 
the good of much Bible teaching to young 
children, a friend said: 

“Fill the vessels to the brim 

And leave the miracle to Him 

To turn it into wine.” 
That is the faith in which we continue 
at this work. We believe that if the youth- 
ful minds are filled with the living word 
of God’s Book, we can leave it to him to 
do the supernatural work of turning it into 
the wine of the new life in Christ Jesus. 
It needs long distance faith to keep patientiy 
teaching boys and girls, but though it be 
“after many days,” the seed sown prayer- 
fully will eventually bring forth fruit, 
“some an hundredfold, some sixty, some 
thirty.” 
(To be continued) 








Where Christian le from all 
Nineteenth Annual Convention 








The Fundamentals Convention in Toronto 


tts of North America will gather to attend the 
the World's Christian Fundamentals. Association 














The Dates: May 3-10. 


Convention Headquarters: The People’s 
Church, 100 Bloor East. Sessions at 
9 A. M., 2 P. M., and 7 P. M.. Eve- 
ning sessions will be held simultaneously 
at the St. John’s Evangelical Church 
and the High Park Baptist Church. The 
speakers for these meetings on week 
nights will be announced during the Con- 
ference. Sunday evening meetings will 
be in Massey Hall. 


Hotel Headquarters: The Windsor Arms, 
St. Thomas and Sultan Sts. Q 


Convention Theme: “The Lord’s Return 
and World Evangelization.” 


The Program 
(Subject to change) 


Sunpay, May 3 
11.00 A. M.—“Christ, the Church and the 
Kingdom” i 
3.00 P. M—“The Challenge of the Hour, 
or What is God’s Call to a Be- 
lieving Remnant?” Paul W. Rood 
7.30 P. M.—“Prophecy and Youth’s Pres- 
ent Peril? 2. c<en ss .W. B. Riley 


Monpay, May 4 


9.00 A. M.—Prayer meeting. 
10.00 A. M.—“The Church and the King- 
dom —a Distinction,” W. B. Riley 
11.00 A. M.—“I Saw Lenin Stiil Alive in 
RUSSIA 5 6 a'es George Blomgren 
2.00 P. M—“The Next Gold Rush Ac- 
cording to Bible Prophecy.” 
W. D. Herrstrom 
3.00 P. M.—“*A Powerless Giant.” 
Ethel S. Low 
4.00 P. M.—“In Difficulties in Italy and 
How I Got Out.” 
George Blomgren 


7.00 P. M.—“Present-Day Conditions in 
China, or History in the Making” 
(Stereopticon address). 

Charles A. Roberts 

8.00 P. Mi—“Youth and Confusion of 
Tongues” 


Tuespay, May 5 
9.00 A. M.—Prayer Meeting. 
10.00 A, M.—“That Blessed Hope and Our 


BeWaviOe ee cissiewese W. B. Riley 
11.00 A. M.—“Christ the Supreme Author- 
TAU ~Siksio-ssternatate ou George Douglas 
2.00 P. M.—‘Holiness through Bible 


Study” ..Donald Grey Barnhouse 
3.00 P, M.—“Why I Believe the Coming 
of Christ is Near,” W. H. Rogers 
4.00 P. M—“Vision for Evangelism.” 
Howard W. Ferrin 
7.00 P. M.—“Ethiopia and Italy in the 
Scripture’ 5c isccas W. H. Rogers 
8.00 P. M.—Message. 
Donald Grey Barnhouse 
WeEpNEspDAY, May 6 
9.00 A, M.—Prayer meeting. 
10.00 A. M.—“The Unfinished Task.” 
Howard W. Ferrin 
11.00 A. M.—“Christ and the Old Testa- 
CHD vcs bee George Douglas 
2.00 P. M.—“Holiness by the Work of the 
Spirit,’ Donald Grey Barnhouse 
3.00 P. M.—“The Apostasy and the Soon 
Appearance’ = .65:6s06.- W. B. Riley 
4.00 P. M.—“The Five Horsemen of the 
Apocalypse” ....W. D. Herrstrom 
7.00 P. M.—‘What About the Jew?” 
W. H. Rogers 
8.00 P. M.—Message. 
Donald Grey Barnhouse 


TuHurspAy, May 7 


9.00 A. M—Prayer Hour. 
10.00 A. M.—“Noah and His Sons.” 
Ethel S. Low 
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11.00 A. M.—“Christ and the New Testa- 
MONG os 6sccivicxss George Douglas 

2.00 P. M—‘“The Conservative Tide in 
Mudern Scholarship.” 

Paul J. Goodwin 

3.00 P. M.—“Christian Leadership, the 
World’s Greatest Need.” 

Clifford L. Lewis 

4.00 P. M.—Symposium on Child Evan- 
gelism. 

7.00 P. M.—“Religious Conditions in So- 
viet Russia and on the Borders” 
(Stereopticon Lecture). 

Peter Deyneka 

8.00 P. M—“*The New Testament Mes- 
sage of Evangelism.” 

Howard W. Ferrin 


Fripay, May 8 
9.00 A. M.—Prayer meeting. 


10.00 A, M_—“Highway Evangelism, or 
How to Use the Pocket Testa- 
ment and Gospel of John in Soul 
Winning” ...... Carleton E. Null 

11.00 A. Mi—“How Can a Layman Func- 
tion for Christ?” 

Charles E. Gremmels 

2.00 P. M—“What the Bible Teaches 
About Salvation.” 

L. B. McCartneysmith 

3.00 P. M—“The Intercessor Work of 
the Holy Spirit.” 

Charles H. Heaton 

4.00 P. M.—Symposium on Pocket Testa- 
ment League Activities, 

Alwyn Ball, Jr., and others 

7.00 P, M.—“Youth on the March.” 

Clifford L. Lewis 

8.00 P. M.—“Flaming Youth or Youth 

ARNE bi<50.0:050.8 Paul W. Rood 


Saturpay, May 9 


9.00 A, M.—Prayer meeting. 
10.00 A. M.—“The Incarnation of Christ.” 
T. Richard Dunham 
11.00 A. M.—“Mistakes That God Did 
Not Make” ...... B. H. Shadduck 
2.00 P. M.—“An Inerrant Bible.” 
Alvin B. Carlson 
3.00 P. M.—“Must Christ Come Soon?” 
Charles G. Trumbull 
4.00 P. M.—Symposium on Lay Evan- 
gelism. 
C. B. Hedstrom, and others 
7.00 P, M.—“Dust and Deity.” 
B. H. Shadduck 
8.00 P. M.—“Men, Wake Up!” 
Charles E. Gremmels 


Sunpay, May 10 


11.00 A, M.—“The Miracle of Fundamen- 
tal Living.” Charles G, Trumbull 
3.00 P. M.—“A New Gospel for Prodigal 
SOUS Zo ateaieeres B. H. Shadduck 

“The Crisis in Our Churches.” 
Charles G, Trumbull 
7.30 P. M.—“When the Ambassadors are 
Called Home” ....Paul W. Rood 

Paut W. Roop, President 


W. B. Ritey, Executive Secretary 


The Speakers 


Dr. W. B. Riley, pastor, First Baptist 
Church, Minneapolis, Minn. 

Dr. Paul W. Rood, President, Bible In- 
stitute of Los Angeles, Cal. 

The Rev. George Douglas, Bible teacher. 

Dr. Charles G. Trumbull, Editor, THe 
Sunpbay ScHoo, TIMEs, 


Dr. Donald Grey Barnhouse, pastor, 
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Tenth Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia, 
Pa. 

Dr. W. H. Rogers, pastor, First’ Baptist 
Church, New York City. 

Dr. Howard W. Ferrin, President, Prov- 
idence Bible Institute, R. I. 

Dr. B. H. Shadduck, pastor, Orchard 
Grove M. E. Church, East Liverpool, Ohio. 

The Rev. W. D. Herrstrom, Bible 
teacher, Akron, Ohio. 

The Rev. Charles A. Roberts, ‘Hunan 
Bible Institute, Hunan, China. 

The Rev. George D. Blomgren, evangel- 
ist, Chicago, Ill, 

The Rev. Paul J. Goodwin, pastor, Evan- 
gelical Church, Zion, Ill. 

The Rev. Clifford Lewis, President, 
Young People’s Fellowship Movement. 

The Rev. Peter Deyneka, General Direc- 
tor, Russian Gospel Association. 

The Rev. L, B. McCartneysmith, evan- 
gelist. 

The Rev. T. R. Dunham, Bible teacher, 
and Manager, Fundamental Truth Pub- 
lishers, Findlay, Ohio. 

The Rev. Alvin B. Carlson, pastor, ‘First 
Presbyterian Church, Superior, Wis. 

The Rev. Charles H. Heaton, pastor, 
First Baptist Church, New Castle, Pa. 

Mrs. Ethel S. Low, Sunday school spe- 
cialist, Modesto, Cal. 

Carleton E. Null, Executive Secretary, 
Pocket Testament League for Pacific Coast 
area. 

Alwyn Ball, Jr., President, Pocket Tes- 
tament League of America. 

Charles E. Gremmels, prominent New 
York layman. 

C. B. Hedstrom, Chairman, Christian 
Business Men’s Committee, Chicago, IIl. 


The Teacher's Daily Testimony 
(An editorial, from the 2d page) 


from a Christian, at a critical juncture, 
may accomplish. The bishop beckoned to 
these boys who had never had a chance. 
One of them came, and receiving a cordial 
invitation to Sunday school’ went with the 
bishop, though he really wondered how he 
happened to do so. That morning his whole 
outlook on the future was transformed, and 
he left the church building with a deter- 
mination to be of some use in the world. 
After terrific struggles, he finally finished 
school, following this by medical training, 
and is now one of the prominent medical 
men of the nation. A soul was saved for 
all eternity just because a Christian acted 
in a manner pleasing to the One who “when 
he was reviled, reviled not again.” 

And the Sunday school class period is 
a-precious time, an hour of opportunity, 
but the lesson must be presented in a’ man- 
ner to appeal to youth. This is a day 
in which all entertainment is made attrac- 
tive, and scholars lose interest if the min- 
utes drag because the lesson is taught in a 
dull way. The hour can be made so inter- 
esting with adequate preparation, steeped 
in prayer, that the scholars look forward 
to it. 

No class period should be approached 
without much prayer — prayer for the guid- 
ance of the Holy Spirit, prayer for each 
scholar. Children entrusted to one’s care 
should receive the best that can be given, 
and that is only possible as the teacher 
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cries to God for help, asking him to put 
into one’s mouth the words he would have 
spoken. 

A teacher who is faithful to her trust 
may lead many to the Saviour and thus 
enable them to enter Heaven’s gate. Cer- 
tainly that will be worth all the time spent 
on the task, all the inconvenience, all the 
sacrifice, the risk in calling on the sick 
scholar in snow or rain, the time spent in 
praying for the wayward one during the 
night watches. 

One teacher who had taught Sunday 
school for many years dropped into a 
service in a strange town in her old age. 
A testimony meeting was going on, and 
as she listened, she heard a man say: “I 
am on my way to Heaven today because 
of a faithful Sunday school teacher. Each 
week she urged me to accept Christ as 
my Saviour. I was so fascinated with 
the prospect of worldly pleasures lying 
ahead that I would not yield. After she 
moved away from our town, her words 
came back to me, and I gave my life to 
Christ, but she never knew. She is prob- 
ably in Heaven now, and I only regret 
that I could never tell her.” He mentioned 
the name of her town, and her curiosity 
was aroused. She hurried to him after the 
service to inquire who he was and of 
whom he was speaking. Great was her 
surprise and gratification to find that he 
had been speaking of her. Many faithful 
Sunday school teachers will have that ex- 
perience, perhaps not down here, but surely 
up above. 

A consecrated life, yielded to Christ seven 
days a week, giving him the pre-eminence 
at all times, makes the daily walk of the 
Sunday school teacher one of joy, which 
will bring at the end of the journey those 
precious words, “Well done, thou good and 
faithful servant.” 
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Rally Sunday in the 
Primary Department 
By Emma Florence Bush 


UR superintendent found great diffi- 
culty in getting the children all back 
for Rally Day. 

Realizing that the parents were respon- 
sible for getting Primary children to Sun- 
day school, she decided upon a new plan. 

Calling her teachers together two weeks 
before Rally Sunday, she arranged for each 
one to take a special Sunday to provide 
something unusually attractive and out of 
the ordinary for that special session. 

Autumn leaves were cut from heavy 
paper and tinted in crayon on one side. 
On the other side was written: 

“RALLY SUNDAY,” and the date. 
“Come and hear what nice times we are to 
have together this year.” 

One was mailed to each child in the 
department. At the same-time a note was 
sent to every parent asking them te co- 
operate with the teachers. 

On Raliy Sunday itself the teachers 
sang new songs which the children were 
to learn during the year, and they were 
told about the special Sundays. 

Not only was almost the entire depart- 
ment present on Rally Day, but during the 
entire year the attendance averaged nine 
per cent higher than the year before. 


GrEENWoop, Mass. 
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How We Use the 
Times Lesson Questions 
By G. A. Reimer 


] HAVE been superintendent of a small 
Baptist Sunday school for about ten 
years and have, of course, been trying 
to find a way to add interest to the Sun- 
day school class work and to reach those 
people who either have never been in 
attendance or have gotten out of the habit 
of coming regularly. I have found a plan 
that works well with the high school and 
college age class which I myself teach. 
It has resulted in a considerable increase 
in attendance. I stopped it for a while 
and the attendance again dropped, so I 
attribute the increase to this plan, and that 
makes me want to pass it on for others 
to try out. 

From a stationery store or printing of- 
fice get some paper similar to that used 
for government postal cards. Cut this 
to postcard size, and on these print about 
seven of the most- interesting questions 
taken from “Questions for Teacher and 
Class,” which is a regular feature of THE 
Sunpay ScuHoot Times. If* you prefer, 
make up the questions yourself to suit 
your class. 

Here is the text of a card used this 
spring : 


The Sunday school lesson for March 1 
will deal with Vision and Service. 
the ninth chapter of Luke carefully. 

Come to the Baptist Sunday School at 9.45 
prepared to discuss the following questions: 


1. Compare the story of the Transfigura- 
tion as given here with the record in Matthew 
and Mark. : 


2. What two reasons are given for the 
failure of the disciples to cast out demons? 


3. Can you mention half a dozen important 
—- that are revealed in the Transfigura- 
tion 


4. Why do you think Moses and Elijah 
rather than some others appeared on the moun- 
tain? 

5. Why did Peter suggest building three 
tabernacles ? 


6. Why “Which he should accomplish” ? 
Did Christ accomplish his own death? 


Don’t wait till Easter to come to church 
— come now. 


Print enough copies to supply every 
member on your rolls with a copy for his 
own use, and as many more as you think 
the members present will be able to place 
to advantage in the hands of perspective 
members of the class. Then on Wednes- 
day or Thursday of that week mail one 
of these cards (postage is one cent each) 
to every member that was absent. (If 
they are sent on Monday, they are forgot- 
ten before the next Sunday.) Send them 
also to those members who have dropped 
out months before, and to new prospects. 
This should be done regularly, without 
missing a single Sunday. 

If some prospects get a card through the 
mail and have another handed to them by 
a class member, it makes the invitation 
the more .urgent and the cost is very low. 
Paper enough for four hundred cards costs 
about fifteen cents, and there is no wasted 
postage, as there is likely to be if you do 
your printing on government postal cards. 

If you need fifty copies or less, the 
printing can be done on a hectograph or 
any gelatine copying pad which you can 
buy cheaply or make yourself, if you wish. 


























Lesson for May 10 


(A librarian can give you the formula.) 
Do not use indelible ink, but make a car- 
bon copy, using either a hard pencil or a 
typewriter and a special carbon paper, and 
then use this carbon copy, not the original, 
to make your prints. If you need more 
than fifty copies, you can either make two 
carbon copies at one time and print fifty 
from each, or cut a regular stencil for a 
mimeograph, or similar copying machine, 
and run any number. 

The cards give the class members a 
definite assignment; they serve as a re- 
minder to an absent member or prospect 
that the class is active and wants him or 
her there next Sunday; they offer a simple 
and easy way of approach to new prospects 
by timid members; they arouse interest 
and excite a desire to find out the an- 
swers. And that’s about all you can ex- 
pect from a penny postcard, 

REEDLEY, CAL. 


Conducting the Sword Drill 
By Elisabeth Haven Lathrop 


OBERT was a little fellow, but: he 
trudged along the long walk from his 
home to Sunday school with a huge Bible 
in his arms. It was very evidently an 
old Bible, and when he arrived breath- 
less at the door, his teacher could not help 
smiling as she asked him whose it was. 
“Grandpa’s,” was the laconic reply, for 
Bob was a sturdy little son of New Eng- 
land, and saw no reason for wasting words. 
The teacher was curious, however, and 
made it a point to call at his 
home not many days _ after- 


ward, She was greeted by Rob- 382 
ert’s mother. A. B. H. 


Se 


“I’m so glad you've « come, 
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can bring their Testaments, and learn 
to handle them reverently and lovingly. 

* How is it possible to get the pupils to 
bring their Bibles every Sunday? The 
method that Bobby’s teacher used produced 
a group of one hundred of the most enthu- 
siastic Bible carriers imaginable. Hardly 
one ever appeared without a Bible,— owned, 
begged, or borrowed. 

The method is so simple that some may 
be inclined to doubt its efficiency. Yet it does 
bring results. It is called a sword drill. 

The Sunday before the sword drill is 
instituted, the classes are told to bring 
their Bibles or Testaments next week. 
There is an air of mystery about the use 
to which they are to be put, that helps a 
great deal. A surprise is in store. The 
next Sunday when the pupils arrive they 
find three Scripture texts written on the 
blackboard; each of which contains the 
word sword. Hebrews 4: 12, Ephesians 6: 
17, and Isaiah 49:2 were the three this 
teacher used. The word sword is under- 
lined in each case. The first time the drill 
is used, and several times afterward, the 
explanation that the Bible is the sword 
of the Lord is given. It is our weapon 
against sin and Satan, and the only thing 
he is afraid of. 

Then comes the drill itself. Each pupil 
who has brought a Bible or Testament is 
allowed to stand. Then the command, 
“Attention” is given. Heels click together, 
backs straighten, heads are thrown back, 
and the Bibles are grasped firmly in their 
right hands. Slowly they read the verses 
through (not omitting the references), and 
when they come to the word sword each 


Be a Witness. 


Arthur Billings Hunt. 
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times, the Bibles are raised high above their 
heads, and then lowered immediately, After 
the reading of the three verses for several 
Sundays, the children will have them prac- 
tically memorized, and they can be erased 
and repeated from memory. 

For younger children who cannot read, 
the plan may be adapted by teaching them 
the phrase, “Take . . . the sword of the 
Spirit, which is the word of God” (Eph. 
6:17), and letting them repeat it three 
times, with the lifting of the Bibles on 
each mention of the word sword. 

The sword drill seems to be an exercise 
that greatly delights children. Those who 
cannot take part feel that they are missing 
something and usually remedy the difficulty, 
This simple method has made for almost 
one hundred per cent faithfulness in carry- 
ing Bibles in more than one school. 

CARBONDALE, Pa, 


National Hymn Sing 


R more than seven years there has 
gone out over the radio a certain min- 
istry of song that has warmed many hearts 
and blessed a multitude of lives. Dr. Ar- 
thur Billings Hunt, the well-known Gos- 
pel soloist and song leader, in organizing 
his National Hymn Sing Association, has 
expressed its aim: “To bring the minis- 
try of cheer, comfort, and the stimulation 
of spiritual life to invalids and all man- 
kind.” 

After carrying on radio programs for 
shut-ins for a number of years, Dr. Hunt 
organized the work in 1928 with 400 
members on the list. There are now 
650 shut-ins and a member- 
ship in the Association of 2,412. 
Returns have come from more 
than 2,000 cities and towns, from 











teacher,” she said. “I want to 
know if you can’t tell me where 
to buy a little Bible. Bob has 
been carrying that big one every 





1. For God so loved the world That He gave His on-ly be 
2. For He that win-neth souls Is wise and shall shine as the 


3. If ye de- ny Himto men The Sav- padi al-so de- -1y in 
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every state in the United States, 
all the provinces of Canada, and 
from Alaska, Peru, England, 
Sicily, Wales, and elsewhere. The 
members are reached regularly and 





day, because he just would have a 
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Bible, and I’m ashamed to say we 





don’t have one in the house. My »— 
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kept in touch with one another 
and the work through the Hymn 
Sing Herald, a cheery little periodi- 





husband and I aren’t church peo- 





ple, you know. Bob went over to 
his grandpas next door and begged 
that old one. If he is so crazy for 
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cal published monthly and costing a 
dollar a year. There is also a cir- 
culating library of books for the 














beav'n. But if ye con-fess Him to men, If ye con-fess Him to men, blind. 
a Bible I guess we ought to have £2,228 22 2¢2% 2282. Dr. Hunt conducts also the Lay- 
one in the house, and perhaps we [9:b5-5-—-b-p=— 8 ee men’s National Fellowship program 
will come to church sometimes, "—25*——+ ————— —y-7-+— over Station WHN on 5,000 watts 
and find out what is in it.” ie at 8 A. M. each morning. This 
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Little boys are not always so 
eager to have Bibles to carry to 
Sunday school. Probably there are 
many churches where there are no 
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broadcast each Saturday morning is 
the International Uniform Sunday 
School lesson, prepared by Mr. 


heav’n. Howard, Dr. Trumbull, and other 








Bibles in the pews and where 
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members of the Times staff, and 
includes some of the choicest 





quarterlies flutter in Sunday school 
classes, but Bibles are almost never 
brought. Yet teachers who really 
know the Lord realize that their 
chief work is to acquaint the chil- 
dren with God’s Word. They will 
never do it unless the Book is there 
in the hands of their pupils, and 
in constant use. The Bible should 
be the center of attention and in- 
terest. 

It is never too early to begin to 
form the habit of carrying the 
Bible to Sunday school. Even 
tiny children who cannot read 
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power, Be @ wit-ness, a wit-ness for our Lord and Sav-iour Christ! 


a. cad 





Copyright, 1934, by Arthur Billings Hunt. Used by permission. 


Be a wit - ness, a wit-ness to the sav -ing and keep-ing 
a. #. 


material from the Times notable 
lesson helps. The beautiful hymn 
by Dr. Hunt, “Be a Witness,” 
printed on this page, is used as an 
opening or a signature with each 
Sunday school lesson broadcast. 

Dr. Hunt’s “Hymn Sing” is each 
Tuesday evening at 6.15 P. M., 
Eastern Standard Time on the 
NBC Red Network. Those wish- 
ing to have fellowship in the work 
may address Dr. Hunt at the Na- 
tional Hymn Sing Association, 
Suite 1127, 156 Fifth Avenue, New 
York City. 
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LESSON 6. MAY 10. EFFECTUAL PRAYER 





International Uniform Lesson.—Luke 18; printed text, Luke 18:1-14 
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Golden Text.-——God be merciful to me a sinner.—Luke 18: 136 








The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee 
for printing in the lesson helps is Luke 18: 1-14 


Kinc .JAMES VERSION 


Luke 18:1 And he spake a parable unto them to this end, that 
men ought always to pray, and not to faint; 


2 Saying, There was in a city a judge, which feared not God, 
neither regarded man: 


3 And there was a widow in that city; and she came unto him, 
saying, Avenge me of mine adversary. 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 

Luke :8:1 And he spake a parable unto them to the end that 
they ought always to pray, and not to faint; 2 saying, There was 
in a city a judge, who feared not God, and regarded not man: 3 and 
there was a widow in that city; and she came oft unto him, saying, 
1 Avenge me of-mine adversary. 4 And he would not for a while: 
but afterward he said within himself, Though I fear not God, nor 
regard man; 5 yet because this widow troubleth me, I will avenge 
her, *lest she “wear me out by her continual coming. 6 And the 
Lord said, Hear what ‘the unrighteous judge saith. 7 And shall 





4 And he would not for a while: but afterward he said within 
himself, Though I fear not God, nor regard man; 


5 Yet because this widow troubleth me, I will avenge her, lest 


by her continual coming she weary me. 


6 And the Lord said, Hear what the unjust judge saith. 


7 And shall not God avenge his own elect, which cry day and 
night unto him, though he bear long with them? 


8 I tell you that he will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless, 
when the Son of man cometh, shall he find faith on the earth? 


9 And he spake this parable unto certain which trusted in them- 
selves that they were righteous, and despised others: 


10 Two men went up into the temple to pray; the one a Pharisee, 


and the other a publican. 


11 The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, God, I 
am not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, 


thee, that I 
adulterers, or even as this publican. 


12 I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I possess. 


13 And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much 
as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, God be 


merciful to me a sinner. 


14 I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather 
than the other: for every one that exalteth himself shall be abased; 
and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin, D.D. 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 


UKE, in his incomparable picture of 
L Christ as the Son of man, presents 

the Lord Jesus again and again as 
our example in prayer. But in this lesson, 
he is our teacher in prayer, rather than 
our example; for we have two prayers 
that Christ himself could never pray: a 
prayer for the return of the Son of man 
and the prayer, “God be merciful to me a 
sinner.” We have a prayer of Christians 
for vengeance, and a prayer of a sinner 
for mercy,— prayer to the God of judg- 
ment and prayer to the God of grace. In 
this eighteenth chapter, following the two 
parables, we read of the receiving of the 
little children, the turning away of the 
rich young ruler, the prophecy of our 
Lord’s death, the healing of the blind man; 
and all contain vital messages on prayer. 
To learn to pray is to learn to live. Will 
another lesson on prayer go by, and leave 
us still poverty-stricken as intercessors? 


The Historical Setting 

The events recorded in Luke 18 took 
place on that last journey to Jerusalem, 
probably during March, A. D. 30, just a 
few weeks before our Lord’s death. 
Verse by Verse 

Luke 18: 1.—Men ought always to pray. 
To pray without ceasing means not s0 
much to be in a continual attitude of 


exalted. 


their behalf ? 


the sinner. 


not God avenge his elect, that cry to him day and night, °and yet 
he is longsuffering over them? 
them speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of man cometh, shall 
he find ° faith on the earth? 

9 And he spake also this parable unto certain who trusted in 
themselves that they were righteous, and set “all others at nought: 
10 Two men went up into the temple to pray; the one a Pharisee, 
the other a *publican. 11 The Pharisee stood 
with himself, God, I thank thee, that I am not as the rest of men, 
extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this ® publican. 
fast twice in the week; I give tithes of all that I get. 13 But the 
® publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes 
unto heaven, but smote his breast, saying, God, ® be thou merciful 
to me a sinner. 14 I 1 
house justified rather than the other: for every one that exalteth 
himself shall be humbled; but he that humbleth himself shall be 


8 I say unto you, that he will avenge 


and prayed thus 


12 I 


say unto you, This man went down to his 


2Or, Do me justice of: and so in vs. 5, 7, 8. ?Or, lest at 
last by her coming she wear me out. *Gr., bruise. ‘*Gr., the 
judge of unrighteousness. *Or, and is he slow to punish on 
Or, the faith. "Gr., the rest. * That is, collectors 

or renters of Roman taxes. *Or, be thou propitiated. ™ Or, 


The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform Sunday 
School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the International 


Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 
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prayer (though this also is our privilege 
and duty), as to be faithful in prayer day 
by day, and in every moment of special 
need. And not to faint. Not to be dis- 
couraged in view of suffering and the delay 
in Christ’s coming (cf. Luke 17: 20-37). 


Verse 3.—A widow. Subject at that time 
to injustice, and the objects of God’s par- 
ticular care (Mark 12:40; Exod. 22: 22- 
24). Avenge me. That is, give justice. 


Verse 5.—Lest by her continual coming 
she weary me. The word literally means 
to strike, or disfigure the face. 


Verse 7.—Shall not God avenge his own 
elect. The unjust judge is in contrast to 
the God of ;ustice. His own elect are 
dear and precious to him, as the widow was 
not to the judge. Cry day and night unto 
him. That is, for deliverance. Not that 
they cry for vengeance, with the thought 
of punishing their adversaries; but their 
deliverance will make necessary the pun- 
ishment of their adversaries. Though he 
bear long. Though he delay the deliverance. 


Verse 8.—He will avenge them speedily. 
Christ’s coming will not be one moment 
too late. It will be as soon as all of God’s 
purposes can be accomplished; and when 
the moment arrives, God will act with 
terrible swiftness. Nevertheless. Although 
there is this certainty of deliverance. When 
the Son of man cometh, shall he find faith 
on the earth? Literally, “the faith,’ con- 
sidered by many commentaries not to refer 
to Christian faith in general, but to that 
special faith that looks forward to his 
coming and does not get discouraged. In 


any case, there is a reference to the great 
apostasy, when things will be as in the 
days of Noah, and it will seem almost as 
though “the faith” is to disappear, though, 
of course, it will not do so (1 Tim. 4:1; 
2 Tim. 3: 1-13; Matt. 24: 12). 

Verse 9.—Certain which trusted in them- 
selves that they were righteous. This 
seems not to refer directly to the Phari- 
sees, since they are always mentioned when 
he speaks to them, and also since he uses 
a Pharisee in the story. 


Verse 10—Went up into the temple to 
pray. The temple was a place for private, 
personal prayer, as well as public prayer. 
A Pharisee. Symbol of strict religious- 
ness, supposed to be zealous for God. A 
publican. <A tax-gatherer, symbol of the 
outcast and despised, classed with immoral 
sinners, traitors to the nation. 


Verse 11.—Prayed thus with himself. 
The English word suggests that he was 
not praying to God but communing with 
himself, even had his prayer been good. 
I thank thee, that I am. Thanksgiving 
should ever be because of what God is, and 
what God does. E-xtortioners, unjust, adul- 
terers. This man was honest and moral; 
the point of the parable is not his hypocrisy. 


Verse 12.—I fast twice in the week. His 
religious zeal goes far beyond the require- 
ments of his own law, and also far beyond 
the zeal of the average Christian today. 
I give tithes of all that I possess. Do we? 


Verse 13.—The publican, standing afar 
off. Afar off from the Pharisee, or far 
from the center of the temple court, indi- 
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cating his deep humility. Smote upon his 
breast. A symbol of his recognition that 
he deserved punishment. God be merciful 
to me a sinner. Rather, “the - sinner.” 
The word “merciful” is, literally, “be pro- 
pitiated”; the publican is not thinking of 
propitiation through the blood of Christ; 
yet his plea is based on that great truth. 

Verse 14.—Went down to his house jus- 
tified rather than the other. The meaning 
is, he was justified and the other was not. 
He was declared righteous on account of 
his faith, which led him to acknowledge 
himself as a sinner, and God as the for- 
giving God. The Pharisee justified him- 
self; God condemned him. The Pharisee 
said, “I am all right”; God said, “You 
are all wrong.” The publican condemned 
himself; God justified him. The publican 
said, “I am all wrong”; God said, “You 
are now right in my sight.” 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Prevailing prayer solves all problems 
that puzzle God’s people. All failures and 
weaknesses and defeats may be traced to 
some failure in prayer. Effectual prayer 
begins -with acceptance of Christ and the 
new birth, resulting in assurance that we 
are God’s children, and leading to a con- 
trite and humble heart. Urgency and per- 
severance are other secrets of effectual 
prayer. But there is one supreme secret 
of effectual prayer. It leads the sinner 
to cry, “God be merciful to me.” It leads 
the Christian not to faint, but to pray, in 
every time of need, It leads to urgent 
perseverance that is not to be denied. It 
knows that God will answer, and there- 
fore prays until the answer comes. Faith 
is the secret of effectual prayer. Faith 
counts on the God of omnipotent power, 
and the God of loving-kindness and mercy. 
And God’s righteous one is to live by faith, 
patiently waiting for Christ’s return. Prayer 
and faith are the portion of God’s people 
here, in the absence of their Lord, until 
he comes. Effectual prayer solves all prob- 
lems, and the prayer of faith is effectual 
prayer. 


Lesson Outlines * 

A Great Prayer CHAPTER 

1. Pray like the undiscouraged widow 
(Luke 18: 1-8). 

2. Pray like the penitent publican (vs. 
9-14). 

3. Pray like little children (vs. 15-17). 

4. Pray as those who ieave all for 
Christ (vs. 18-30). 

5. Pray as followers of the crucified 
One (vs. 31-34). 

6. Pray like the blind man of Jericho 
(vs. 35-43). 
For Victorious PRayINnG 

1. Confession and conversion. 

2. Humility and unselfishness. 

3. Urgency and faithfulness. 

4. Importunity and perseverance, 

5. Faith — taking the victory. 

Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Christ’s Second Coming. Two apparently 
contradictory truths concerning Christ’s 
second coming appear in this lesson. There 
will be a long delay. The suffering Church 
will be tempted to discouragement, and will 


need earnest prayer to keep it faithful. But_ 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 ceats 
a copy, or $1 a dozen, 


6. (19) May 10.—Effectual Prayer ...... Luke 18 
7. (20) May 17.—Jesus Inspires Honesty. 
Luke 19 


8 (21) May 24.—Building for the Future 

(Temperance Lesson). Luke 20:1 to 2t : 38 
9. (22) May 31.—The Last Supper. Luke 22 : 1-38 
10. (23) June 7.—Jesus in Gethsemane. 

Luke 22 : 39-71 

11. (24) June 14.—Jesus Crucified ........ Luke 23 
12, (25) June 21.—Jesus Exalted ..Luke 24 : 36-53 
13. (26) June - 28.—Review: Jesus Meeting 

Human Needs. 


Third Quarter 
1. July 5.—The Coming of the Holy Spirit 
im Power cecccccccccces Acts 1 : 6-143 2: 1-47 








Christ’s deliverance will come “speedily,” 
not a moment too late, and with terrific 
suddenness when it comes. 


Prayer Parables. The teaching of im- 
portunity in the parable of the Importunate 
Widow does not refer to prayer in general, 
as in the parable of the Friend at Mid- 
night (Luke 11: 5-10), but to the patient 
endurance of the Church in view of the 
long delay in the return of Christ. The 
Church is viewed as a widow, bereft of 
her absent Lord, suffering persecution, and 
crying for deliverance. This is the normal 
state of the godly church, and will be pe- 
culiarly the condition just before Christ 
comes. The central teaching of the Phari- 
see and the Publican is not a teaching on 
prayer. It is a parable spoken to self- 
righteous men to show the right attitude of 
heart for a sinner in the presence of God. 


Hindrances to Effectual Prayer. We 


_have not because we ask not. We ask and 


receive not, because we ask to satisfy our 
own desires and not for his glory (Jas.: 
4:2, 3). Among the hindrances to prayer 
are unconfessed sin, pride of heart, lack of 
urgency, lack of perseverance, unbelief. 


Practical and Personal Applications 


Have we ever prayed the publican’s 
prayer? If we have never taken the place 
of a broken-hearted sinner, with contrite, 
humble heart before God, then we have 
never been justified. 

Have we the heart of a Pharisee? Every 
man naturally has the heart of the Phari- 
see. We justify ourselves. 

Does the outward righteousness of the 
Pharisee shame us? 


Do not faint, nor be discouraged. Amid 
the injustices, the trials, the persecutions, 
the discouraging things on every hand, we 
need not faint. We have God and prayer. 


Pray without ceasing. This includes 
faithfulness in the quiet time day by day. 
It includes bringing every anxiety to God 
in prayer. It includes faithful intercession 
for others, 


Pray till the answer comes. God is more 
eager to give than we to receive, but the 
perseverance is needed because we have a 
great adversary against whom we pray. 


Are we fellowshiping with the suffering 
saints? The Christians in China, in Russia, 
in Europe, in other places are suffering 
severe persecution, even torture, for their 
loyalty for Christ. We are in comparative 
ease; but we should pray as part of the 
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suffering Church, waiting for deliverance 
at Christ’s coming. 


Do earthly possessions turn us from God? 
We do not need to be as rich as the rich 
young ruler to have earthly treasures, 
earthly pleasures, earthly ease, turn us 
from Christ, and from a life of real prayer. 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


Pride and prejudice go together; but 
pride and prayer, never, 


A man needs only once in his life to 
pray, “God be merciful to me a sinner”; 
but thenceforth he has a humble and con- 
trite heart, ever resting on the mercy of 
God (cf. Heb. 4: 16). 


To know the joy of being saved, I must 
know that I was a lost sinner; repentance 
is necessary for salvation, because saving 
faith includes repentance. 


The church is appointed to tribulation, 
and the days are near at hand when all 
who will live godly in Christ will suffer 
increasing persecution, until he comes. 


All real prayer is effectual prayer; God 
does not mock his people when he tells 
them to pray. 


Let us pray right, and then pray right on. 


The Pharisee was occupied with what 
he was doing for God; the publican was 
occupied with what God must do for him. 


The penitent, praying publican not only 
had his prayer for mercy answered; but 
he got into the position where he could 
pray for mercy on other sinners, and have 
them saved. 


Cotumesra, S. C. 
we 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one; and accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and searching character. They 
are written by three members of The Sun- 
day School Times staff,—Dr. McQuilkin, 
Mrs. Low, and Mr. Smith. Have you tried 
assigning some of the questions to different 
members of your class, letting them see 
whether they can discover the answers as 
given on a later page of this issue? 


Ho can an unjust judge, answering the 
prayer of ~~ widow in the parable, rep- 
resent God 

2. What a. that the parable of the 
Importunate Widow is more than a general 
teaching that we ought to be importunate in 
our prayers? What special kind of petition 
is referred to? 


3- In what sense does God avenge his peo- 
ple “speedily,” when it°is 1,900 years since 
he spoke these words, and he has not yet 
come back? 

4. Quote a line in a familiar hymn giving 
a good definition of prayer. 

5. What significant phrase in the prayer 
of the Pharisee, as quoted by our Lord, shows 
that his prayer never got beyond his lips? 

6. What place of prayer assures a hearing, 
according to Scripture? 


7- Beyond the outward evidence of the pub- 
lican’s humility, what was its deeper meaning ? 


8. Can you mention seven or eight good 
points about the Pharisee in the parable — 
points in which he outwardly excelled many 
professing Christians ? 


9. Why were these excellent qualities in 
the Pharisee not really good? as he a 
hypocrite ? 


10. Is the central purpose of the parable of 
the publican and Pharisee to give a teaching 
on prayer? 

Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are given 


_ on page 300 of this issue. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and yeoting carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 

In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total 

But the Promise Is Good.—Men ought 
always to pray, and not to faint (Luke 18: 
1). “My prayers are not answered,” com- 
plained a Christian to Peter McKenzie, 
famous Methodist. “Oh,” replied Peter, 
“possibly it is because your prayers are 
like some promissory notes — presented be- 
fore they are due. Do not cease to pray.” 
—From the King’s Business. Sent by M. 
H. James, Toronto, Can. 


Is Prayer Impractical?—Men ought 
always to pray (v. 1). The “Living 
Church” tells of. how a missionary doctor 
saved the life of a famous Arctic explorer 
(Stefansson). It was a case of double 
pneumonia, and the explorer had to be 
brought in fifty miles to the hospital, When 
he had recovered and was going on, he 
said to the doctor, “Money cannot repay 
what you have done for me. You have 
saved my life. But I should like to make 
one criticism. You would accomplish more 
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if you did not spend so much time in re- 
ligious work, and in prayer.” Then the 
doctor replied, “If it had not been for 
prayer, I should not be here; this hospital 
would not have been here, and you would 
be lying dead in the snow.”—From Bible 
Expositor and Illuminator. Sent by Mrs. 
Maude Mitchell, Zanesville, Ohio. Prize 
illustration. 


Is God Doing Nothing ?—And shall not 
God avenge his own elect, which cry day 
and night unto him? (v. 7). Divine de- 
lay does not mean inactivity. God is not 
idle when he does not answer us; he is 
busier preparing the answer than we think. 
The sunshine of May comes, and all the 
world is green, yet on God’s loom of 
January that robe was being spun. And 
the morning breaks when at last some 
prayer is answered and the desert rejoices 
and blossoms as the rose, yet the answer 
was being fashioned in those very years 
when we said there was no eye to pity 
and no arm to save. Perhaps God, like 
some of the busiest men I know, is doing 
most when he seems to be doing nothing. 
—From the Rev. G. H. Morrison, in 
Peloubet’s Select Notes. Sent by Olive 
Miller, Beaverton, Mich. 


What Kind of Sinners?—Certain which 
trusted in themselves that they were right- 
eous, and despised others (v.9). The church 
of which Samuel Colgate was a member 
entered into an agreement to make special 
prayer for the conversion of sinners. For 
some days they prayed earnestly. One day 
applicants for church membership were in- 
vited to present themselves. A woman 














¢ Tor as many as are of 
the works of the law 
are under the curse: for 
it is written, Cursed is 
every one that continu- 
eth not in all things 
which are written in the 
book of the law to do 
them. But that no man 
is justified by the law in 
the sight of God, it is evi- 
dent: for, The just shall 
live by faith” 
Gal. 5:10.11. 
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came forward. Heartbroken; she told her 
story of what a sinner she had been, and 
how God had forgiven her for Christ's 
sake, and she wished to slip into a corner 
of the church and have the fellowship of 
God’s people as she made the start for 
Heaven. The silence was oppressive. Then 
a member arose and moved that action 
on the application be postponed. Mr. Col- 
gate arose and said in substance: “I guess 
we made a blunder when we asked the 
Lord to save sinners, We did not specify 
what kind. I think we had better all ask 
God to forgive us for not specifying what 
kind of sinners we want saved. He prob- 
ably did not understand what we wanted.” 
They all saw the point. The woman was 
received into fellowship—From The Sun- 
day School Times. Sent by Josephine A. 
Kinsly, North Tonawanda, N. Y. 


Two Vital Prayers.—Two men went up 
into the temple to pray (v. 10). There 
are two famous prayers, apparently con- 
tradictory. The first is Augustine’s an- 
guished cry, “Lord, save me from that 
evil man—myself.”. The second is ‘the 
well known prayer of an early Wesleyan 
preacher, James Spence: “Lord, save me 
from that good man—James Spence.” I 
confess that I do not know which of the 
two is the greater, or betrays the deeper 
insight. They are both typically Christian 
prayers; there are moments in our experi- 
ence when each must be offered.—From 
Dr. James Black, in the Christian World. 
Sent by Gurn Manickam, Woriur, Trich- 
inopoly, S. India. 


For Whom Does God Care?—God be 
merciful to me a sinner (Golden Text). 


The Lord takes up none but the rorSAKEN. 
Makes none healthy but the sick. 

Gives sight to none but the BLIND, 

Makes none alive but the pEAp. 

Saves none but sSINNERS. 


—From The Traveler's Guide. Sent by 
Miss B. Steinmann, Wellesley, Ont. 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
thou knowest how occupied we are with every 
kind of thought excepting the thought of thy- 
self. Our days are crowded full with activities, 
and we give so little time to quiet thought 
about thee, and the Lord Jesus Christ. If we 
think about thy Holy Spirit, it is with dim- 
ness of vision, so often, and with little knowl- 
edge of his work for us. Lord, teach us to 
pray. We need thy teaching in this quite as 
much as the disciples ever needed. it in the 
days when thou didst walk and talk with them. 
May we realize that thou art a prayer-hearing 
and a prayer-answering God, and may we not 
shut ourselves out from the unspeakable bene- 
fits of true prayer. May we come to thee, not 
simply asking for things, but casting ourselves 
at thy feet in utter humility of soul, resting 
our case with thee, and sometimes hardly able 
to do more in words than simply to call thee 
Father. May we advance no claims of our own 
righteousness, for we have none to offer thee, 
but may we come to thee, clad in the merci- 
fully bestowed righteousness of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. In his dear name we pray. 
Amen. 


After the Lesson.—If the Lord Jesus 
were in this school today, and we had a 
chance to speak to him personally, would 
we say to him: “Lord, please help me in 
my home life, because I do pray every day, 
and read the Bible, and give money to 
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the church on Sundays, anh RRevery way 
try to be good, and as compared with 
others, I really do stead eteG hy 2, You 
would not speak to Yn’ that: ‘way, 
would you? This less6#G&Srying@ to teach: 
each one of us that true prayer is not like 
that. It comes from real humility of soul, 
and love for the Lord, and the realization 
of our own deep need of close fellowship 
with himself, We cannot plead our record 
before him as justifying our requests, but 
we can plead his sacrifice for us sinners, and 
his infinite willingness and power to an- 
swer the prayer of faith, What a won- 
derful Lord we have! It is not even our 
prayer that we should think about most 
when we pray, but our Lord, and the Holy 
Spirit, and our loving heavenly Father. 
Will the pastor lead us now, as we bow 
our heads in prayer? 


é 





“MEN OUGHT 
ALWAYS TO PRAY 


AND 
NOT TO FAINT” 











The Busy Men's Comer 
By William H. Ridgway 


Down to “Bill Ridgway’s.”—Men ought 
always to pray, and not to faint (Luke 
18:1). The professor of mathematics 
would call a statement like this an “axiom.” 
It is as self-evident as the statement that 
a straight line is the shortest distance 
between any two points. As a pray-er 
you should no more be a “quitter” than as 
a doctor, lawyer, inventor, lover, or what- 
are-you? Following my habit, and that 
of my Master, I will illustrate. 

’*Spose I have told this story before; 
what difference does that make if it is 
a good story? Would you expect a fel- 
low writing 1,508 lessons in twenty-nine 
years not to pick up a tool he had used, 
if he needed it to make an impres$ion or 
keep a class awake? 

One Sunday morning during the “hard 
times” I said to the Iron Rosers in teach- 
ing a lesson on “Prayer,” 

‘ “Suppose you had no supper last night, 
no breakfast this morning, and no prospect 
for a lunch today, what would you do?” 
A silence you could cut. Then a voice 
from the back row, 

“I would go right down to Bill Ridg- 
way’s.” Much lafiter. My home is a 
block and a half down the street. 

“The right thing to do,’ I exclaimed. 
“The maids have orders to feed all kitchen 
door callers. But what will you do when 
you get to ‘Bill Ridgway’s’?” No reply. 

“Well, you could stand out there on 
the front sidewalk until your long hair and 
whiskers would make people think you 
belonged to the ‘House of David,’ and no 
one would bring you something to eat. 

““You could come in and sit in the yard 
until the grass and weeds are higher than 
your head, and no ‘girl’ would look out the 
kitchen window and say to the cook, ‘Poor 
man, I will take him some coffee and 
pie.’ 

“If you want help you must persist, and 
the old Book tells you how in Matthew 
7:11. Seek ‘Bill Ridgway’s.”’ Knock at 
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‘Bill Ridgway’s. Ask at ‘Bill Ridgway’s.’ 
And you will be ‘filled.’ For ‘Bill Ridg- 


..way’ has so arranged matters.” 


To return to our text. The good sales- 


=man, when he is determined to get an 


order, “camps on the doorstep” of his 
prospect. When a man asks the boss for 
a job about twenty-five times, the boss is 
apt to think and say, “I verily believe that 
fellow really wants to go to work. I must 
try to find him something.” 

The Lord Jesus is telling us this is the 
way to pray. 


The “Never Let Up.”—Shall not God 
avenge his own elect, which cry day and 
night unto him? (v. 7.) Avenge: To 
lay claim, vindicate, requite. To put. it 
in our ordinary familiar colloquialism, “the 
woman got the nerve of the hard-boiled 
judge.” If you want extra colloquialism, 
substitute “goat” for “nerve.” 

When he saw her coming with her plea, 
you can hear the fellow who feared not 
God nor regarded man cry, 

“Good night! here comes that persis- 
tent widow again. She makes me tired.” 
Which was no doubt more fact than slang, 
as every fellow will agree who has ever 
had a “never let up” woman after him! 

We are not given particulars. Jesus is 
teaching the lesson by contrast. Probably 
a well known case. If one of the none too 
scrupulous Roman judges can be reached 
by a non-quitting supplicant who is only 
just another widow in a time when a 
woman was only just another woman, how 
about a beneficent, just, and kindly God 
and the child he loves and for whom he 
will die? (John 3: 16.) 

In this connection I am just wondering, 
if knowing how to pray does not have a 
pretty close relation to a successful life. 
No, I do not mean the prayer to send 
customers, orders, patients, clients, students, 
and so on. But if a man or woman is 
a “faint not” in the prayer relation to God 
in the matter of guidance and helpfulness, 
will he and she not likely be the same 
“faint not” when it comes to business or 
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career? I am just asking you (Prov. 22: 
29, and diligence means. “persevering ef- 
fort,” says Mr. Webster). 

In other words, this writer has found 
that almost every successful enterprise, 
commerical or professional, is the “length- 
ened shadow” of a godly man or woman. 


Two Pictures.—Two men went up into 
the temple to pray; the one a Pharisee, 
and the other a publican (v. 10). These 
two portraits are the great companion 
pictures of the New Testament. You can 
hang them one on each side of the mantel- 
piece. The one for your warning and the 
other for your encouragement, 

Previous to the fall of 1929 this U. S. A. 
was rich and plenteous in Pharisees. You 
found them in town and country every- 
where, and the society column was aflame 
with their doings, some of these doings 


- quite lurid in their blaze! 


When it came to 1933-34 the Pharisee 
was not so much in evidence. When the 
bank bursts right in your face and income 
dwindles and disappears, and the collector 
of delinquent taxes camps on the doorstep 
to make his little ten per cent, and the 
children have to be taken out of the ex- 
pensive school, things in the society column 
are “not so hot,” if it is permitted to quote 
one of them, and keep to our metaphor. 

When this occurred all the “I thank thee, 
that I am not as other men... even as 
this publican” is taken out of the system, 
and that other cry pushed up for utter- 
ance, “God be merciful to me a sinner.” 

I know what I am talking about. These 
“hard hit” fellows know me. I am their 
weeping post because they have no other. 
So they tell their troubles to “dear old 
Bill.” 

Awhile ago I called to see a man who 
was, as he said, “right up agin it.” He 
was a Pharisee who never got into the 
society column. But he was the genuine 
article, even if he did live in Cat Swamp. 
I was trying to get him into my Rock Run 
Sunday School, where I have his children. 
He probably has never been in a place of 
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worship since childhod — like some of those 
commandment ‘busters of the society col- 
umn, Here is what he said to me with 
great feeling, what many a former high 
placed one would also say: 

“Mr. Ridgway, times like these make 
a feller think.” 

And one of the first thinks is, “Oh, what 
a fool I have been,” and a good second 
think should burst into the cry, “God be 
merciful to me a sinner” (Psa. 16:1; Jas. 
5:16). 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 

4 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: Faith. 

Discussion: What should determine our 
requests in prayer, and how long and how 
often should we pray? Is prayer designed 
only for petitions? What else? 

Objective: Getting into the center of 
God’s will. 











AY, fellows, prayer is not wheedling 

God into doing something. And yet, 
our Lord is clearly teaching us that we 
should persevere in prayer; that we should 
“hold on to the horns of the altar” until 
we know our prayer is answered. That 
ean only mean one thing, and it is ex- 
pressed in the one word,-Faith. The fact 
that you keep on praying shows your faith 
is not entirely exhausted. 

Our Lord on one occasion said: “If 
ye had faith as a grain of mustard seed, 
ye might say unto this sycamine tree, Be 
thou plucked up by the root, and be thou 
planted in the sea; and it should obey you” 
(Luke 17:6). Whatever a mustard seed’s 
measurement is for faith, it evidently stands 
for something very tiny, which just means 
that any faith ‘at all is faith; and it is so 
powerful that any amount of it, however 
small, is sufficient to call forth a miracle. 

So if you have been praying for a cer- 
tain thing a long time without visible re- 
sults, and you are continuing to pray, you 
may take it as evidence that you still have 
faith, which according to our Lord’s teach- 
ing means that you will yet receive a sat- 
isfying answer. But be careful to examine 
and see if it is really faith, or whether 
it may not be just some bullheaded notion 
of yours that there is something you ought 
to have and cannot do without. 

May I suggest to you, fellows, one test 
by which you may know if you are praying 
in faith, Are you willing for God to an- 
swer your prayer in his own way and 
according to his own will? Perhaps you 
have the matter all planned; you know just 
how you want God to answer. Are you 
willing for him to make a complete change 
of your plan and do the thing in his way? 
Maybe you are praying that you may get 
a job, with pay; are you willing for him 
to lead you to a job without pay? That’s 
the test. Have you the faith to believe 
that if the Lord, in answer to your prayer, 
gave you something to do without pay, he 
would arrange in some absolutely sufficient 
way without the pay to do all that you 
expected to do with the pay? That’s the 
test. When the answer comes—if you 
have stood the test — you will discover that 
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the Lord’s way was far better —and, what 
a joy it will be to realize that you trusted 
him! 

In a little book I am reading is this 
sentence: ‘The meaning of prayer is that 
we get hold of God, not the answer.” If 
in answer to your prayer of faith God 
shows himself to you’as your intimate and 
powerful Friend, you have gotten a sur- 
passingly finer result than any worked-up 
answer you were seeking. 

Fellows, I had an ambition to make 
money, to be rich and independent in a 
big way. I prayed for success in that- way. 
The Lord answered by permitting me to 
have a $40,000 fire which put me clear 
out of business, and thrust me into full 
time Christian service. I’m having the 
time of my life! If I had right now the 
opportunity to exchange it for being a mil- 
lionaire I would laugh the proposition to 
scorn. The Lord knew what would make 
my heart happy. His is the wisdom that 
is infinite; it penetrates through all the 
confusion and misguided judgments of the 
wisest of men, and puts his trusting serv- 
ant up in the open spacts of a rarified atmo- 
sphere where, as Riley says, “a feller can 
breathe like he ort.” 

Give your faith the acid test —then pray, 
and keep praying. You will wake up some 
morning shouting victory. 


PHILADELPHIA, 
w 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(On the lesson for May 10) 


1. The judge is the opposite of God in his 
character. This makes all the more strik- 
ing the truth that, if importunity will pre- 
vail on such a character, how much more 
will it prevail with the righteous and loving 
Father ? 


2. The special petition of the widow was 
that she might receive justice from an ad- 
versary who was oppressing her. So the 
spiritual application is that Christians are 
crying out for deliverance from their op- 
pressors. This is shown by the parable story, 
by the setting of the parable in chapter 17, 
and by the Lord’s words in Luke 18:7, 8. 


3. The parable and the teaching indicated 
that a long time would elapse before Christ’s 
coming, and that his Church would be tempted 
to discouragement. The “speedily” means 
that the deliverince will not be a moment be- 
hind time. It also: means that when the 
moment arrives, the deliverance and vengeance 
will be sudden. 


4. “Prayer is the Christian’s vital breath.” 
(From the hymn beginning, “Prayer is the 
soul’s sincere desire,” by James Montgomery, 
1819. 


5s. “fhe Pharisee stood and prayed thus 
with himself.” 


6. The secret place (Matt. 6:6). 


7. He took the sinner’s place, the only place 
of forgiveness. 


8. He was a religious man, a praying man, 
a regular worskiper of God, an orthodox be- 
liever, an konest man, a just man, a moral 
man, a zealous seeker after God—to the 
extent of fasting twice a week, a scrupulous 
tither. 


9. It is not the purpose of the parable to 
teach that he was a hypocrite, and so we can 
accept his testimony about himself. But his 
heart attitude toward God was absolutely 
wrong, and so nothing in this outward service 
and worship was pleasing to 


10. The central purpose of the parable is 
to teach that the right attitude toward God 
is to have a humble, contrite heart, confessing 
sin and craving mercy. This attitude is ex- 
pressed in prayer, but covers much more than 
prayer. 


April 25, 1936 


For Primary Teachers 


By Ethel S. Low 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Use a little pioture of the ark of the 
covenant, with the cherubim guarding the 
mercy seat. Explain the sprinkling of the 
blood to the children (Lev. 16). Let them 
print on their cards, “God be merciful to 
me a sinner.” 


Ee men went up to the temple to 
pray. One man was a Pharisee, a 
ruler of the Jews. He stood and prayed 
something like this, “God, I thank thee, 
that I am not as other men are, robbers, 
unfair, or even as this publican. I fast 
twice a week, I give a tenth of all my 
possessions.” 

The other man was a publican, a tax 
gatherer, and he was so humble that he 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
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Lesson for May 10 


didn’t even raise his eyes to Heaven, but 
beat on his breast and cried to God, “God 
be merciful to me a sinner.” 

Christ said. this last man’s prayer was 
answered. Do you know why? The 
Pharisee was trusting in his own good 
works, which God says are like filthy rags. 
The publican was trusting in the shed 
blood of the sacrifice. 

We have here a picture of the ark which 
God told Moses to make and put in the 
tabernacle, hundreds of years before Christ 
came to earth to live. One of the things 
the priest did was to kill a lamb and 
sprinkle its blood on this mercy seat, be- 
tween the cherubims, as an illustration of 
how Christ would die on the cross, shed- 
ding his own blood and offering it in 
Heaven for us. This publican was taking 
the sinner’s place and asking God to be 
merciful to him because of the blood on 
the mercy seat. 

This must be the first prayer of every 
one of us, big or little. We must take 
the sinner’s place, and say, “Lord, don’t 
look at me or what I have done, just look 
at Jesus Christ, my Saviour, who shed 
his blood for me on. Calvary’s cross.” And 
because Christ died for sinners, when we 
accept him God forgives us our sins. So 
many people are praying to God, who re- 
fuse to accept Jesus Christ as their Sav- 
jour, but God doesn’t answer their prayers 
(Psa. 66:18). The only way to reach 
God with prayer is to trust in Christ who 
died in our place. 

Have you all prayed the publican’s 
prayer? 

Mopesto, Cat. 


a Children at. Home | 


The Runaway Calf 


A Tre story 
By Juliet Koontz 


* 

A day the gray clouds had shut out 

the sunshine like a velvet curtain, and 
the damp, chilly March wind grew stronger 
and colder as the day closed and evening 
was approaching. Out on the Dakota 
prairie, unprotected from wind and weather, 
stood a little white schoolhouse. Suddenly 
the door opened, as the smiling teacher 
stepped aside to let her pupils pass out, 
calling to them a cheery “Good-night, 
children!” as they took their various ways 
toward home across the grassy hills. 

“Good night!” shouted Philip and Rob- 
ert, as they waved their lunch pails to the 
teacher and to the other children, and 
creeping under the wire fence hurried 
across the pasture toward their own home 
half a mile away. 

That morning, very early, their father 
had started to town seventeen miles away 
with a wagon-load of wheat, and it would 
be dark long before he could get home. 
So he had left word with their mother 
to tell the boys to do their chores early 
so they would be able to find every little 
young calf in the pasture and drive them 
all home with the cows. 

As the boys came over the hill in sight 
of home, they could see smoke rising from 
the chimney, and they thought of Mother 
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and little sister waiting for them. “Let’s 
run,” said Robert as he took his little 
brother by the hand, and soon, puffing and 
panting against the wind, they reached 
their own door as Mother opened it wide 
to welcome them in, 

“While you are changing your clothes,” 
she said, “you will be getting warm and 
I will give you something warm to eat. 
Then Robert can feed the pigs and shut 
up the chickens and fill the mangers with 
hay while Philip takes the old pony and 
drives in the cattle from the pasture. It 
will be dark early tonight. Then Robert 
and I will milk the cows and feed the 
calves and all our chores will be done 
when your father gets home, and how glad 
he will be!’ 

Soon in work clothes the boys were gone, 
and Mother, with little sister’s help, was 
busy in the kitchen. Suddenly Philip came 
into the door with tears on his cheeks, 

“What can be the matter?” asked Mother. 

“Robert has gone to hunt for the littlest 
calf. I let it get away and I couldn’t get 
it,” said Philip. “I found all the cows 
and all but one little calf. Then I saw 
it alone, and if I had driven its mother 
over to where it was she would have 
brought it home, but I stirred it out of its 
warm little bed to drive it to her and it 
jumped up -and started to run the wrong 
way. I followed as fast as the old pony 
could go, but it ran under the fences across 
the lane into Mr. Edwards’ pasture, and 
I couldn’t follow it. Now Robert is gone 
after it, but it is getting so dark I’m 
afraid he'll never find it and it’ll be lost 
in the dark! What will Daddy say when 
he comes home? And, I’m so afraid the 
coyotes will get it in the dark night!” 
Then he started to sob and cry, for he 
was only seven years old. 

“Philip, do you think God can see in 
the dark?” asked Mother. “And don’t 
you remember how we have read in our 
Sunday school lessons how he cares for 
even the little sparrows, and talks about 
the Good Shepherd and his little lambs? 
Let us ask God to take care of the little 
calf, and if Robert can’t find it, God will 
not let the coyotes get it and in the morn- 
ing your father can find it and bring it 
home.” So Mother and Philip and little 
Sister kneeled by a chair and told God 
about the poor little calf out in the dark, 
cold night and asked him to take care of 
it safely until morning. 

When Robert came back he said it had 
gone so far he could not see it any more. 
So they finished the chores. While Mother 
was setting the table for supper, Philip 
sat on a chair with his hands clasped in 
his lap. Suddenly tears crept down his 
cheeks once more, and he said, “Poor lit- 
tle calf! I am so afraid the coyotes will 
eat him before morning!” 

But, Philip dear, we asked God to keep 
him safe, and we know he promises to 
answer our prayers if we trust him. Try 
to trust him, and don’t cry any more. 
There, I hear Daddy’s wagon coming!” 
said Mother. 

When Father came in to have supper he 
soon heard the sad story. “Well, I should 
think you would have known that you can’t 
make a little calf get up out of its hiding 
place without its mother there without mak- 
ing trouble. They will always run away. 
Sometimes they can run three or four miles 
before they stop.” 
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Philip looked across at Mother, and she 
gave him a reassuring smile and no one 
said any more that night about the calf. 

While they were eating breakfast early 
next morning and the bright sun was shin- 
ing in at the east window, a car drove 
into the yard. Father opened the door 
and said, “Why, good morning, Maurice. 
What brings you over so early? Come in 
and have breakfast with us.” So in came 
Mr. Johnson. 

“Did you lose a little calf last night?” 
he asked. “I’ve got one out here in the 
car. Mr. Coulter was walking from his 
pasture, home across Charlie Edwards’ 
pasture just about dusk last night, and he 
saw a young mule colt pawing some little 
live creature around. He hurried over and 
found this little calf. He loaded him up 
on his shoulders and carried him over to 
my place, thinking it must be mine; but 
I don’t have a calf as young as this one. 
So I was sure it must be yours.” 

“Yes,” said Father, “I think it must be 
ours.” Then he told how the calf hap- 
pened to run away. 

“Well,” said Mr. Johnson, “it was in a 
nice warm stall in the barn on a good bed 
of clean straw all night, and when it gets 
a good warm breakfast it will be as fine 
as ever.” Then the men went out to put 
the calf with its mother, 

Philip and Robert looked at Mother with 
radiant faces, and Philip gave a big sigh 
of relief. “See, Philip, God did hear and 
answer, didn’t he? We didn’t know how 
he could make the little calf safe, but he 
could find. a way because you trusted him.” 

Philip and Robert are grown men now, 
but they have never forgotten how God 
answered their prayers and how they 
learned that God “is able to do exceeding 
abundantly above all that we ask or think.” 


Bette Fourcue, S. D. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











May 17. Nationalism and International Good- 
will. Phil. 2:4, 5; Acts: 17 : 26. . 





Sunday, May 10 


The Golden Rule in the Home 
(Col. 3 : 16-25) 





Mon.—The Golden Rule expanded (1 Cor. 
13 : 1-7). 

Tues.—The supreme law (Gal. 5 : 14). 

Wed.—Favoritism at home (Gen. 27 : 1-17). 

Thurs.—A happy home (Luke 10: 38-42). 

Fri.—The. cause of trouble (Jas. 3: 1-8). 

Sat.—Religion in the home (2 Tim. 1: 1-7). 











O YARDSTICK, however perfect, 
ever made an honest storekeeper out 
of a dishonest one. All the yardstick can 
do is to tell the storekeeper, or his cus- 
tomers, whether or not he is measuring 
up to the proper standard. Likewise, the 
Golden Rule in itself cannot make an ideal 
home. All it can do is to show us how 
near or how far short we are measuring 
to God’s perfect standard for. the home. 
But many things would never be cor- 
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rected if there were no measuring device 
to demonstrate their faultiness. And so 
it will help us to think, first of all, about 
the Golden Rule as a standard, and to 
check up our own home lives, and see just 
how far short we come of what God re- 
quires of us. 


And right here it is well that we should 
note that the Golden Rule, God’s perfect 
standard, is a requirement, not merely a 
divine suggestion for us. The Lord Jesus 
did not suggest that it would be very nice 
if we would strive to deal with others as 
we would be dealt with, He gave the 
rule simply and unequivocally, “All things 
whatsoever ye would that men should do 
to you, do ye even so to them” (Matt. 
7:12). He expects us to measure up to 
it. He confirmed it with a summary of 
the whole law, the second part of which 
states this same principle in other words. 
He said, thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart, and with all thy mind, 
and with all thy strength, and thy neigh- 
bor as thyself. On these two command- 
ments hang all the law and the prophets 
(Matt. 22: 37-40). 


Doing to others, then, as we would be 
done by, is simply another way of saying 
that we must love our neighbors as our- 
selves. Now turn to 1 Corinthians 13 and 
read God’s definition of love. The word 
“charity” that we find in our King James 
Version is the old English word for “love.” 
Let us read it so as we read this chapter. 

Is this the kind of love that we are 
demonstrating to others in our home? Can 
we say truthfully that we “suffer long” 
and are “kind,” that we do not envy, that 
we do not vaunt ourselves, that we are 
not puffed up, that we do not behave un- 
seemly, that we seek not our own, that we 
are not easily provoked, that we think no 
evil, that we rejoice not in the failures or 
shortcomings of others, that we bear all 
things, believe all things, hope all things, 
endure all things? We do not have to 
get very far in this list before we find 
that we have come miserably short of 
God’s standard. 

we 


In translating some of the expressions 
that we find in 1 Corinthians 13 into our 
everyday lives, perhaps we might ask our- 
selves if we have been gentle, and loving 
and kind to those in the home who have 
severely tried our patience, who have, per- 
haps, not been well and have been fretful 
and petulant and often unreasonable. Have 
we sought our own pleasure and comfort 
and convenience, when there were others 
in the home who have just as much right 
to be relieved of burdens or inconveni- 
ences as we have? 

What about the simple duties in the 
home? Have we been content to let others 
carry our share, and to dodge our respon- 
sibility whenever we could? 

What about Mother and Father? Are 
they free to go out and enjoy themselves 
just as much as we are? Or what about 
that new dress or that new suit of clothes? 
Are not Mother or Father just as much 
deserving of new apparel as we are? Yet 
we insisted on having what we wanted in 
no uncertain terms, and Mother and Father 
in their love for us gave in, and went with- 
out something they desired very much in 
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order that we might be pleased and made 
happy. 

Or, what about the use of the car, have 
we always been thoughtful and consider- 
ate of the rights of others as we were of 
our own? 

And then that ugly thing that we are 
so apt to display around the home but 
hide carefully from our friends and 
strangers, —that ill temper that we vent 
upon the ones who love us most. And 
what about that pride that keeps us from 
acknowledging our faults, and asking the 
forgiveness of those in our homes whom 
we have injured? 


There are many things to think about, 
are there not, when we start to measure 
with God’s perfect standard? But it is 
not enough merely to see how much we 
have missed the mark. That alone would 
be so discouraging that we could never 
hope for improvement. Perhaps each of 
us has at some time realized his failures 
and has sincerely determined to do better, 
only to go down into defeat and deeper 
discouragement. 

Is it really possible to live the Golden 
Rule in the home,—or, for that matter, 
anywhere? God never sets a standard for 
us that he does not also provide for the 
keeping of that standard. The Lord Jesus 
kept it perfectly, when he was here upon 
this earth, and he offers to us the same 
power to love others as ourselves as he 
himself had. Does that sound like a mir- 
acle? Well, indeed it is a miracle, for 
the Lord Jesus offers to live his life in 
us. Where we cannot possibly love others 
as we love ourselves and keep the Golden 
Rule, he offers to do this in us, if we 
will but let him. Our part is to yield our- 
selves whole-heartedly and unreservedly to 
him, and to trust him to live his life in us. 

This Christ-controlled life will not be 
a life of suppression. There will be no 
inward turmoil, when others in the home 
do things that ordinarily would arouse 
our anger or impatience. The miracle of 
it will be that we will not even want to 
be angry or impatient. And we, on our 
part, will be demonstrating the marvelous 
love of the Lord Jesus in our considera- 
tion and thoughtfulness of others, for it 
will be his life that will be lived out in 
us, by his power and by his strength, as 
we trust him moment by moment to do so. 


But, perhaps some of us are saying, 
“Well, even the Lord Jesus living in my 
home wouid hot make things very differ- 
ent. There are those there who would 
still be selfish, and impatient, and fret- 
ful, and inconsiderate!” That may be true, 
but it will be a far different home for 
you, when the Lord Jesus is living un- 
hindered in your life. Those things that 
before distracted and annoyed and made 
life miserable will no longer have the 
power to disturb the peace that he alone 
can give. And, little by little, those who 
have not opened their hearts to him, see- 
ing the transformation in your life, will 
be made hungry for that same peace and 
love that you are showing. 

Will you try it,—or, rather, will you 
try him, and let him show you and others 
in your home what he can do in a life 
wholly yielded to him? 


PHILADELPHIA, 


April 25, 1936 





Girls’ Problems of Today 


Discussed by Mother Ruth 





Questions for answer, and other communi- 
cations, may be addressed to Mother Ruth, 
The Sunday School Times, 325 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. No names 
or addresses or identity will be published 
in The Sunday School Times; and if ques- 
tions are too personal for an answer in 
these columns, Mother Ruth will be glad 
to reply individually if possible, if return 
postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: A question has come up 


among a group of friends, and we decided. 


to write you for an answer. What is gambling? 
Yes, we know it is “playing for money,” “tak- 
ing a chance,” or “getting something for noth- 
ing.” Those are the answers one usually hears. 
This is what troubles us: most of the things 
we do come under one or more of those defini- 
tions. For instance, the farmer will “take a 
chance” year after year and put out sums of 
money for seed, chickens, etc., hoping to gain 
more money. Very often he loses. The busi- 
ness man does the same thing. Who doesn’t? 
In fact, I know of only one thing that is cer- 
tain, —that is, God and his promises, Thank 
God we need not “take a chance” there. 

This matter of gambling does not interest me 
so much personally, for I am fixed in my 
habits, and I think I know for myself, “through 
Christ which strengtheneth me,” what is wrong. 
On the other hand, it is hard to answer the 
questions of young people when they ask you 
these questions. This is the one which was 
asked me and which I am asking you: “Where 
do we, or can we, draw the line between 
‘chances’ which are wrong and ‘chances’ which 
are right?” 

Now, what do you think about these dime 
and dollar chain letters which are such a fad? 
You no doubt have seen some of them. Per- 
sonally, I can’t see that it is right, and I 
have refused the ones I have received, although 
I need some money very badly. However, I 
know some outstanding church members who 
are sending them, Thank you for your articles 
in the Times!—A READER. 


Y DEAR READER: The farther 

we get away from God, the less evil 
we see in the world, and in the things 
the worldly people do. The nearer we 
draw to God, the more enlightened we 
are in the wiles of Satan. Not from the 
human standpoint shall we see the evil, 
strong and clear, but from the heights of 
righteousness. We must get back to the 
principles underlying all practices. 

You speak of the farmer as your first 
example, and I wonder why you call it 
chance for him, when it is really faith 
in God and the one who sends the “rain 
on the just and the unjust.” Ages of his- 
tory are behind his planning and the reap- 
ing. It is not guess work, although some 
years are better than others; yet usually 
there is a return, which makes it profitable 
to continue. Why does he continue? Be- 
cause he knows where to look for the 
things that work together for good. It 
is faith in God that causes a Christian 
farmer to continue year after year, and 
God who supplies the needful fruit, grain, 
vegetables, stock, and other things, which 
keep people alive, —if they are not “turned 
under to rid the earth” of the plenty God 
is willing to supply! The farmer is a 
poor illustration for your friends who want 
an excuse for doing the work of the enemy. 

I want to give you a few paragraphs 
from the book called “Border Lines in 
the Field of Doubtful Practices” (page 
90), by H. Clay Trumbull (out of print). 
This will answer your question in the 
business world. 


—. 











— 





Lesson for May 10 


“A Christian woman in~ Mississippi, 
some years ago,” wrote Dr. Trumbull, 
“stated the case, with some of its diffi- 
culties, in these words to the writer of 
these pages: 

“‘T think that all Christian workers are, 
at times, puzzled to give a satisfactory 
answer to the question so frequently com- 
ing to them: “What, after all, is really 
wrong in gambling, or in buying lottery 
tickets?” A young man asks me to lay 
the following case before you: “Suppose 
I feel the need of recreation, and find 
myself in possession of five dollars, which 
I have an absolute right to use in that 
way, all other claims upon me having been 
settled to the full extent. I can go to the 
opera, I may spend it in theaters, in con- 
certs, in drives, go on an excursion, sub- 
scribe for a magazine, or buy books. Sup- 
pose I conclude that it will afford me more 
enjoyment to risk just that sum at the 
gambling-table or in lottery tickets, — why 
not?” 

“Again, a school girl of fifteen came 
to me in this way: “You say that one 
great reason why the lottery is wrong 
is, that a man tries to get money for which 
he has given no equivalent. Now, suppose 
a man insures his life for $5,000, pays one 
premium, and dies,— wherein does that 
differ from the lottery? He gave no equiv- 
alent for the $5,000 his family enjoy.” 
Another chimed in: “Yes, and if he paid 
a number of years, he was like a man who 
buys a good many lottery tickets before 
he wins a prize.” Still another added: 
“IT don’t see the difference. In the life 
insurance they all throw in, and the one 
who dies first gets the prize; and it is the 
same with the lottery or at cards, — they 
all put in money, and are willing that one 
shall get it.”’ 

“The main evil in gambling in any form, 
is, in its introduction of the idea of 
‘chance’ or ‘luck’ as a factor in human 
affairs, as over against the idea of a fitting 
reward of intelligent and persistent per- 
sonal endeavor. It is well for a child to 
learn at the beginning of life that*his suc- 
cess or failure depends, under God, upon 
his knowledge and skill and labor and fidel- 
ity, in whatever sphere of endeavor he is 
exerting himself. It is ill for a child to 
gain the ‘idea, from his amusements or 
from his more serious occupations, that 
there is such a thing as good luck or bad 
luck in the universe, and that he may be 
a gainer or loser therefrom. And _ that 
which is true of the child, so far, is true 
of the man; he is helped. by every experi- 
ence of the value of honest and faithful 
personal service in one direction or in an- 
other; he is harmed by every experience 
that tends to cultivate a reliance upon 
blind chance, or luck, as a means of gain 
or attainment.” 

Yes, the chain letters are of the same 
sort. These are not legitimate business 
plans, but schemes to defraud, and keep 
some one in the end from getting that 
which belongs to him. And many times 
they ask that you send the letter on to 
another so the chain will not be broken, 
and also foretell the calamity that may be- 
fall you if you do not obey the demands 
of the letter. At this time our country is full 
of these schemes, which are causing people 
to forget to seek sound wisdom from God, 
who offers it so freely. May your young 
people see their danger! 
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The Welfare Library at Ellis Island 


By Edwin Noah Hardy, D.D. 
Executive Secretary, American Tract Society 


WE bea Welfare Library amazes me. It 
is one of the most complete and help- 
ful enterprises for good citizenship and 
public welfare that I know anything about. 
I have no hesitation in saying, from what 
I now know, that the American Tract 
Society is rendering the finest and most 
valuable service for our new Americans 
of any one organization with which I am 
acquainted.” This was the sentiment and 
appraisal of a high official from Washing- 
ton on a recent visit and inspection of the 
Tract Society’s Library at Ellis Island. 
Others from the hundreds of visitors voice 
similar sentiments. 

Ellis Island, the United States Immigra- 
tion and Deportation Station in the New 
York Port, is one of three small islands, 
now united, in New York Harbor. It is 
said that at these “Portals of America” 
converge more divergent and significant 
currents of human life than at any other 
place on earth. 

The station at Ellis. Island was trans- 
ferred from. Castle. Garden in 1890. The 
American Tract Society has rendered spe- 
cial immigrant services for over a century, 
and with paid, high-grade workers since 
1841. It now has two university-educated 
workers — the Rev. John Kweetin (a Bap- 
tist clergyman) and Mrs. Alice Frey, who 
have charge of the Library and distribute 
annually over 100,000 pieces of Christian 
and good citizenship literature in many 
languages. 

The American Tract Society is one of 
some thirty national organizations engaged 
in welfare work at the Island and the New 
York Port. 

Always at the Island are hundreds of 
immigrants and deportees, detained often 
for weeks or months. Formerly the So- 
ciety’s workers gave to these people tracts, 
and occasionally books in the vernacular. 
Recently it began the loaning of books in 
a limited manner. A few shelves in a 
windowless, closet-like room, for a while, 
served as the book depository. The Library 
idea, however, ere long became deeply 
rooted. The immigrants and deportees 
eagerly sought the books, the Commissioner 
and his colleagues became especially inter- 
ested, and the Library grew in range, value, 
and influence. 

The Society’s Library now has one of 
the best rooms at the Island, with about 
3,000 feet of floor space and fourteen win- 
dows, and is the show place of the Island. 
It has over 7,000 volumes in some thirty 
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languages, carefully selected and scien- 
tifically classified. It ministers not only 
to immigrants, deportees, and employees 
at the Island, but also receives many vis- 
itors from all parts of the country, and 
from elsewhere. 

The Welfare Library was organized and 
is maintained and conducted by the Amer- 
ican Tract Society (7 West Forty-fifth St., 
New York, N. Y.) in co-operation with 
the Commissioner of Immigration. There 
is good reason to believe that the Library, 
in addition to its splendid welfare service, 
may eventually become one of the best 
libraries of the country for research work 
on immigration, deportation, and natural- 
ization. 

Books or periodicals sent to the Rev. 
John Kweetin, Welfare Library, Ellis 
Island, New York, N.-Y., will be greatly 
appreciated. 





New Book on Second Coming 


The World’s Crisis and the 
Coming Christ 


Shows why the author believes, from the Greek words, 
that the church will not go through the Tribulation, 
and that Christ’s own words show that He will return 
in this generation. Bristles with new thoughts. 


No Orner Boox Lixe Ir, By mail, $1.00. 
T. J. McCrossan, 4138-Brooklyn, Seattle, Wash. 
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Work for the pupil. Varied devices, 
such as Quizzes, Reading Tests, True and 
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the pupil to work out each lesson from the 

Bible for himself. 


Interesting ~ Inspirational + Instructive 
Send 8c in stamps for current issue 
Samples of our Sunday School publications and 
Bible Courses for Young People's Societies 
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‘*A School That is Different’? 
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GRADUATE WORK 
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JUST OFF THE PRESS 


“GOD and YOU... 


. »» Wonders of the Human Body” 


By ARTHUR I. BROWN, M_D., F.R.C.S., E. 


Noted Scientist, Physician and Surgeon, Bible Teacher and 
Author of What of the Night, etc. 


Thousands of Dr. Brown’s 
friends will welcome this 
fascinating book which is 





a study of the Wondets ot 
the Human Body. 

Dr. Brown is prepared as 
few men are to write on 
such a subject. His back- 
ground, preparation, and 
medical and surgical prac- 
tice are all worthy of note. 
The book appeals to all 
ages. Valuable to parents, 
students and children. It 
is not a heav — 
study but is desi 
stimulate FAITHI 
and the BIBLE. 

13 chapters, 142 pages 
Dr. Arthur I. Brown 9 
FUNDAMENTAL TRUTH PUBLISHERS 

Findlay, Ohio 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth 
Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lesson, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


May 4 to 10 


Mon.—Matthew 6:5-8 Learning to Pray. 
Prayer SuGGesTIONS: “When ye pray.” 
Whensoever we will we may enter into 
the closet to meet with God. Alas, that 
our prayer times are so few and so very 
short! Our Lord’s own example and teach- 
ing in prayer should move us to make the 
fullest use of the privileges and advantages 
of the holy place. Ability to pray is of 
God; but proficiency in prayer is through 
a Spirit-directed practice of prayer. 
Pray for the Presbyterian Church of Korea, 


Tues.—Matthew 6: 9-14. The Perfect Prayer. 
PRAYER SuccesTions: “After this man- 
ner... pray.’ Here is our first lesson 
in the art of getting things from God. 
This is the prayer that teaches us how 
to pray. It lays the foundation of all in- 
tercessory service. It gives us the order 
of approach to the courts of God. Pray 
with adoration, appreciation of the divine 
purposes, with personal and social petitions, 
and with a sincere confession of both sin 
and faith. Pray for the Moravian Missions. 


Wed.—John 14: 11-20. Faith and Prayer. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “When ye pray, 
believe” (Mark 11:24). To pray without 
expectation of an answer is very dishonor- 
ing to God. “He that cometh to God must 
believe that he is, and that he is a re- 
warder of them that diligently seek him” 
(Heb. 11:6). Because of the finished work 
of Christ, his rich promises, and his faith- 
ful intercessions for us, when we pray, let 
us believe. Believe that “if ye shall ask 
any thing-in my name, I will do it.” Pray 
for the South American Missionary Society. 


Thurs.—Luke 18 : 9-14. Humility in Prayer. 

Prayer Succestions: “He that humbleth 
himself shall be exalted.” Humility is the 
act of taking the right place before God. 
It is the most Christlike grace. “He hum- 
bled himself.” Because desire to be high 
and prominent is so great in us, He be- 
came low, and chose the place of a servant. 
When we pray let us put on the garments 
of humility. “Be clothed with humility: 
for God resisteth the proud, and giveth 
grace to the humble” (1 Pet. 5:5). “Let 
this mind be in you, which was also in 
Christ Jesus” (Phil. 2:5). Pray for the 
John G. Paton Mission, 


Fri.—Luke 11 : 9-13. Encouragement to Pray. 
Prayer SuGcEs:1ons: “Much more shall 
your heavenly Father give.” God himself 
encourages prayer. Our bountiful God 
would have us apply for promised blessing. 
The blessings already experienced are but 
the earnest of greater benefactions. God 
who loveth the bountiful giver delights to 
give exceeding, abundantly above what we 
ask and think. Appreciate and acknowl- 
edge the blessings you have, and then boldly 
ask for more. “MUCH MORE shall your 
Pray for the Lon- 


heavenly Father give.” 
_ don Missionary Society. 
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Christian Greeting Cards 
For Sale or for Personal Use 

Comforting, encouraging messages of cheer to the sick 
and sorrowing, ew Etc., many with Bible Texts. 
Cards that are different—not found in stores—BOXE 
and UNBOXED. Excellent profit, no investment 
necessary. Write for Catalog and aa ee Sale Plans 


PEASE GREETING CARDS 
260 Laurel St., Dept. T DER So, N.Y. 





Sat.—Psalm 63:1-8. Earnest Prayer. 

Prayer Succestions: “My soul follow- 
eth hard after thee.” Our safety and joy 
lie in keeping close to God. Is. he not 
the fount of every blessing? Are not his 
grace and power needed every moment? 
What can atone for the loss of his satis- 
factions? The hidings of his face trouble 
us. The opening of his hand makes life 
worth while. The more we know God, the 
more we will feel our need of him. Pray 
for the Bolivian Indian Mission. 


Sun.—Psalm 38:1-9. A Penitent’s Prayer. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Thine arrows 
stick fast.” Did you ever try to pull out 
God’s arrows of affliction and rebuke? If 
so, you have learned that only the hand 
that sends them to their sure goal in the 
soul can remove them, and heal their 
wounds. “He woundeth, and his hands 
make whole.” If you have a wounded 
spirit hasten to God for relief. “Is any 
among. you afflicted? let him pray” (Jas. 
5:13). Pray for the Church of Scotland 
Mission, 
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